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NVCOG Regional Waste Authority Study 
Request for Qualifications & Proposals: Questions and Answers 

 
  
Question #1: Is there a budget or expectation for the cost of Phase I and Phase II? / 
Has NVCOG established a budget amount or not-to-exceed amount for this project? If 
so, can you let us know what that is? 
Answer #1: The RFQ/RFP process is structured as not to disclose the anticipated budget 
for Phase I and Phase II of this project, in order to encourage the best quality and lowest 
bids. NVCOG does have internal estimates for each phase. 
 
 
Question #2: Can you elaborate on “volume reduction through maceration" and 
“biochar” as options mentioned in the RFQ/RFP? 
Answer #2: These are just two examples of emerging technologies related to waste 
management - we expect the selected firm to identify and investigate all relevant potential 
solutions to waste issues as part of the project.  
Both maceration and biochar have been suggested by chief elected officials that serve on 
NVCOG's Waste Committee. "Volume reduction through maceration" involves industrial 
maceration of food waste or sewage, dehydrating the slurry/pulp, and sending the reduced 
volume for disposal or reuse. This resource from the EPA discusses 
maceration/dehydration as a food waste processing technology: 
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-09/commercial-pre-processing-
technologies_508-tagged_0.pdf  "Biochar" refers to one of the byproducts of pyrolysis of 
organic or plastic waste. Pyrolysis of organic waste may be an alternative to composting or 
anaerobic digestion for food waste produced in the region, while plastic pyrolysis could put 
plastics into reuse as fuel or other products. This resource from the EPA discusses the 
applications of biochar: 
https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_Report.cfm?dirEntryId=350996&Lab=CPHEA  
 
 
Question #3: For Professional Liability coverage on page 10 of the RFQ/RFP: Would you 
accept the following coverage: $1,000,000 for Each Professional Occurrence, Limit 
and $3,000,000 Aggregate for this project? 
Answer #3: Yes, we would accept the listed liability coverage amounts. 
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