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What is a short-term rental? 

• Renting of residential property 

for a period of less than thirty 

(30) days. 

• Several platforms are used for 

the listing: Craigs List, VBRO, 

AirBnB, etc. 



What are the 
options for 
regulating 
short-term 
rentals?

A zoning regulation could be 
drafted which would create a 
regulatory structure for 
regulating the use. 

An ordinance pursuant to Title 
7 of the General Statutes 
could be used instead of 
zoning regulations. 



Pros and Cons for ordinance vs. zoning

The use is a land use, and 
the zoning commission may 
want to retain the control on 

where the uses are 
permitted 

Enforcement, the ordinance 
option provides 

communities an avenue for 
swifter enforcement with 

more teeth to take away an 
approval from a bad 

character. 



Simsbury and the 
Short-Term Rental 
Ordinance

• The need for regulating the use of short-

term rentals came out of enforcement case. 

• The owner of 45 Old Farms Road was 

renting out the home as Airbnb but also 

allowed the property to be used for 

functions in addition to residential rentals. 



First step- as enforcement of the use became an issue, the zoning 
enforcement officer researched every listing on the digital 
platforms for short-term rentals. 

Second- Each property owner was sent a letter stating that use 
of short-term rentals was not a permitted use and therefore 
subject to enforcement actions

Third – A specific property continued to violate the regulations 
and had bookings 
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Bed and 
Breakfast/Zoning 
Option #1

• The owner attempted to apply for a 

home occupation to operate a bed 

and breakfast. 

• After extensive public hearings, the 

zoning commission voted to deny the 

application, stating the use was not a 

home occupation and because the 

regulations were permissive that it was 

not allowed. 



Result of Option # 1 • The application for special permit was denied. 

• The applicant continued to list the home on AirBnB

• Staff met with Counsel and the Zoning Commission 

to discuss options of regulating the use moving 

forward. 



Why was ordinance chosen?

The previous application 
brought up an issue 

regarding enforcement 
which counsel and staff felt 

did not provide the best way 
to handle enforcement of 

violations.

An ordinance was chosen so 
that enforcement actions 
would not be drawn out. 



Staff provided the group with ordinances from 
other parts of the country as a starting point to 

develop an ordinance. 

The Board of Selectmen form a subcommittee 
compromised of a member of:  BOS, Zoning 

Commission, Planning Commission, Tourism Board, 
EDC, Town Planner, Building Official, Health District 

representative, and representative from Town 
Managers office.



What are the areas to consider?

Total number of 
guests?

Events?
Does the property 
owner need to be 

present?

Emergency contact 
information?

Life safety inspections 
before the property is 

rented?

The application 
process, whether 

administrative or thru 
the legislative body?

What’s the total 
number of day per year 
is someone allowed to 
use the residence as a 

short-term rental?



Ordinance 



Terms 



Permit process and requirements



Permit requirements



Property owner 





Permit Renewal process



Additional general standards



Enforcement



Appeals and Enforcement



Ordinance Option

• Regulating the use by a licensing ordinance 
gives the community certainty as it relates 
to enforcement

• The process is outlined for the applicant 
both permitting and enforcement so it 
becomes clear for the parties involved. 

• Revoking of approvals becomes an easier 
process if there is a need to take a permit 
away due to noncompliance.



Questions? Thank you

Mike Glidden CFM CZEO 
Town Planner/Development Coordinator 
Town of Cheshire 
O- (203) 271 6671 
M- (203) 213 9689 
mglidden@cheshirect.org 
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