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We help people and businesses save 
energy and reduce waste



Free Waste Assistance for Connecticut Businesses

888-410-3827

centerforecotechnology.org/ctwasteassistance

CET is under contract with the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) 
to provide business recycling assistance



What Can You Expect?

• Evaluate existing waste streams

• Identify opportunities to prevent, 
recover, and divert waste

• Empower employees through 
education and training

• Create customized waste bin 
signage

• Conduct cost analysis



DID YOU KNOW? These materials are 
mandated for recycling:

Commercial food waste (26 tons/year threshold)*
*Mandatory when your business is within 20 miles of a permitted facility

Cardboard & paper

Metal, glass, and plastic food and beverage containers

Scrap metal

Grass Clippings & Leaves

For a complete list of covered materials visit:
portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-Reuse-

Recycle/Recycling-Its-the-Law



Offering and Separating 
Trash and Recycling 

is Required in CT



Know your waste

Communicate 

Signage 

Training

Having the Tools to Comply



Working with
Your Hauler

Know Your Waste

Create and Adjust Contracts

Comply with Waste 
Disposal Regulations

Communicate Effectively



recyclect.com

wastedfood.cetonline.org/toolbox
https://www.recyclect.com/


Customizable Waste Bin Signage



Customizable Waste Bin Signage





22.3% of solid waste is food

520,000 tons per year of food is 
discarded*

Wet waste prevents an efficient burn 
in waste to energy facilities

Food Waste in 
Connecticut

*2015 statewide solid waste characterization study





Food Waste Estimation Guide



• Cost savings

• Meal planning

• Food purchasing 

and Procurement

• Storage

• Waste tracking

Source Reduction 
Guidance



• Why should my business donate?

• What foods can be donated?

• Building a donation program

• Finding partner food rescue 
organizations

• Food transportation

FEEDING YOUR COMMUNITY



Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act

Harvard Law School Food Law and Policy Clinic 
Legal Fact Sheets

Donation is safe, legal, and 
easier than you may think!



Donation Basics

• Label all allergens and ingredients

• Acceptable items

• Types of agencies

• Discard spoiled items



• Collect for composting, animal 
feed, or anaerobic digestion

• Container placement and color 
coding

• Clear signage

• Easily accessible and available 
bins

• Good housekeeping practices

Diverting Food Waste
Starts at the Source



CT Resource Documents

CenterForEcoTechnology.org/CTWasteAssistance

wastedfood.cetonline.org/toolbox
https://www.centerforecotechnology.org/ctwasteassistance/


Questions?
Anna Vellante
Environmental Specialist

ReduceWasteCT@cetonline.org
888-410-3827

mailto:Kat.McCarthy@cetonline.org

