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The Home-Field 
Advantages of 

Local Affordable 
Housing 

Development

Savannah-Nicole 
Villalba, Assistant Town 
Planner for the Town of 

Simsbury



Housing in the News…



NVCOG Housing Engagement



The Naugatuck Valley 
Council of Governments sees 

the increased focus and 
discussion around housing as 
positive for the Naugatuck 

Valley Region.



Community Discussion and Action



Trainings for Municipal Decision 
Makers and Staff



Housing 
Affordability

Housing for which 
individuals or 

families pay thirty 
percent (30%) or less 

of their income on 
housing costs.

Insert photo of housing 
in the NV Region



Affordable Housing

Housing for which individuals or families pay thirty 
percent (30%) or less of their income on housing costs 

that is supported through a housing subsidy or 
affordability restriction.

Ansonia



Naturally Occurring 
Affordable Housing

Housing for which 
individuals or families 

pay thirty percent (30%) 
or less of their income on 

housing costs that is 
unsubsidized or 

without an affordability 
restriction.

Watertown



Cost- and Severely 
Cost-Burdened 

Individuals and/or 
Households

Cost-Burdened individuals or 
households pay more than 30% of 

their income on housing.

Severely Cost-Burdened individuals 
or households pay more than 50% of 

their income on housing.

Prospect



The development of 
affordable housing has local 

benefits, including…



Economic Benefits

Downtown Waterbury
(left)

Progress Ave, Seymour
(below)



Social Benefits

Woodbury Earth Day

Southbury Farmers’ Market



Environmental Benefits

Insert a photo of 
the residential 
infill - Shelton

Residential Infill, Shelton

Beacon Mill Village, Beacon Falls





Q1. 
From your area of focus, what do 
you see as the largest community 

benefit to affordable housing 
development?



Q2.
What common challenges 

have you noticed for 
individuals and households 
to find affordable housing 

options?



Q3.
What do you see as the 

largest impediment to the 
creation of more affordable 

housing development?



Q4. 
The path forward to strengthen 
our communities through the 

development of affordable 
housing options will require 

collaboration. How can 
municipalities best lead the way 

forward?
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