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RBP Annual Meeting 2021 
Record of Meeting 

Video Recording Available Here 
1 p.m., Thursday, January 13, 2022 

 

Mr. Dunne, NVCOG Executive Director, opened the meeting by acknowledging the contributions of Roy 
Cavanaugh, who served as the Chair of the RBP for about 20 years. He made a tremendous contribution 
to getting projects funded and selecting LEPs. Ms. O’Malley echoed that his analytical skills and his 
mindfulness of taxpayer dollars have been greatly valued. 

 

Participants 

Municipal Appointed Representatives: Rick Dunne (NVCOG), Sheila O’Malley (Ansonia and RBP Vice-
Chair), Andrew Baklik (Derby), Chris Edge (Berlin and RBP At-Large Member), Christal Preszler 
(Newtown), Dawn Leger (Bristol), Ed St. John (Middlebury), Jim Nardozzi (Waterbury and RBP 
Secretary/Treasurer), Lou Perillo (Southington), Mike Krenesky (Beacon Falls), Paul Grimmer (Shelton), 
Rista Malanca (Torrington), Ron Pugliese (Naugatuck and RBP At-Large Member), Rory Burke (Seymour), 
Tom Dunn (Wolcott), Will Agresta (Woodbury) 

General Attendance: Christine O’Neill (NVCOG), Ricardo Rodriguez (NVCOG), Michael Szpryngel 
(NVCOG), Aaron Budris (NVCOG), Desira Blanchard (NVCOG), Kate Minutillo (NVCOG), Roy Cavanaugh 
(former RBP Chair), Alexandra Daum (DECD), Annmarie Drugonis (Seymour), Binu Chandy (DECD), Gary 
O’Connor (Pullman & Comley), Jim Byrne (EPA), Katy Deng (EPA), Jeff Currey, Karmine Pimentel 
(Naugatuck Valley Project), Malcolm Beeler, Mark Lewis (DEEP), Mary Barton (Prospect), Meena 
Mortazavi (DEEP), Pamela Lind, David Michel (Stamford Representative), Sam Haydock (BL Companies), 
Sarah DeStefano, Toni Hirst (New Opportunities), Kevin Zak. 

 

Election of Executive Board Officers and At-Large Member – Sheila O’Malley 

Ms. O’Malley introduced the slate of nominees for Executive Board Officers, as proposed by the 
Nominating Committee during their 11/10/21 meeting. The slate was as follows: 

Sheila O’Malley as Chair; Ron Pugliese as Vice Chair; Jim Nardozzi as Secretary/Treasurer; and Rista 
Malanca to fill the At-Large vacancy (for a term of one year). 

Mr. Grimmer moved to direct the secretary to cast one ballot in favor of the slate proposed by the RBP 
Nominating Committee. Mr. Edge seconded. All were in favor and the motion carried. 

Mr. Dunne asked if there were any nominations from the floor. Hearing none, Mr. Dunne explained that 
Mr. Pugliese is moving into the Vice Chair position from an At-Large seat. Usually, the Executive 
Committee Officers and the Executive Committee At-Large members are elected on alternating years, 
but the vacancy left by Mr. Pugliese’s move resulted in Rista Malanca being elected for a one-year term. 
Mr. Edge is an existing At-Large member who was not up for election. 

 

Finance Report – Michael Szpryngel (Attachment A) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ACjkaTtd-Q
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Mr. Szpryngel, NVCOG Finance Director, displayed financial reports of all NVCOG brownfields programs 
including past and current projects. The first table broke down the DECD projects, including the Fish and 
Wildlife grant for O’Sullivan’s Island. The next table laid out the EPA project list. Mr. Szpryngel noted 
that the pertinent section was the Assessment funds, and that NVCOG plans to apply for more funds for 
the program as soon as they become available. The final two slides covered the previous Revolving Loan 
Fund (RLF) program closed out in 2020 and the EPA Assessment grant from 2016 which was closed out 
this past September. 

There were no questions. Mr. Nardozzi moved to accept the Financial Report. Mr. Edge seconded. All 
were in favor and the motion carried. 

Mr. Dunne noted that this is one of the most successful RLFs in the country. Mr. Byrne agreed that 
NVCOG’s RLF program is one of the best he has ever worked with. 

Connecticut Brownfield Land Bank Update 

Mr. Dunne, Connecticut Brownfield Land Bank (CT BLB) President, explained that the CT BLB was the 
first entity of its kind in the state. Although it has its own Board of Directors, NVCOG entered into an 
agreement about a year ago to provide staffing and capacity. At an upcoming CT BLB meeting, new 
bylaws will be adopted.  

The CT BLB is a great tool to manage brownfield liability, Mr. Dunne explained – the Land Bank can take 
title of contaminated properties while funds are obtained for assessment and cleanup. It has its own 
EPA funding. He mentioned that Atty O’Connor will discuss this further in his presentation. 

2021 Program Updates 

Ms. O’Neill, NVCOG Environmental Planner, shared some of the activities the RBP has been working on 
since the last meeting. This 24-town organization serves almost 600,000 people and has funded 2,373 
acres of brownfields projects. Over $81 million total has been leveraged by NVCOG’s federal grants. 

The RBP quarterly newsletter continues to offer information on funding opportunities, with a few new 
added items such as an “Ask Ricardo” button. Ms. O’Neill invited members to email her at 
coneill@nvcogct.gov if they have ideas for the newsletter. Additionally, NVCOG has been working with 
their attorneys to standardize the language in application, award, and post-award paperwork to create a 
smoother process for participants. The goal is to have the same customizable templates for the CT BLB 
and the RBP available on the website so everyone can know what to expect. Finally, NVCOG plans to 
publish a sustainability toolkit for the region which will include a section on brownfields. The toolkit will 
provide practical guidance and resources, along with success stories and photos of redeveloped 
properties in the region. 

Project Activities 

Mr. Rodriguez, NVCOG Brownfields Manager, reviewed the RBP’s funding activities. The FY 2016 
Assessment Grant has been used to assess 8 sites total, 4 of which were assessed in 2020-2021. The 
award was closed in September 2021. Next, Mr. Rodriguez explained that the FY 2021 Assessment Grant 
has been awarded to 3 sites and is anticipated to yield 2 Phase I and 3 Phase II reports. As for the 

mailto:coneill@nvcogct.gov
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Revolving Loan Fund, the FY 2005 which was initially awarded $500,000 was closed out in 2020 with 
$3.14 million through means of EPA Supplemental Funding. It was used to fund 17 sites throughout the 
RBP region and leveraged over 75 million in non-federal funds. Additionally, the FY 2020 RLF award 
began with $800,000 and received supplemental funding in 2021 to reach a total of $1,280,850. It has 
funded 5 sites and has an anticipated leverage of $25 million in non-federal funds. Finally, there are over 
$7 million in active DECD funds awarded to RBP towns. 

Mr. Rodriguez concluded by showing that a $400,000 investment from the RLF combined with a 
$400,000 DECD cleanup grant resulted in an approximately $1.5 million private investment at the 318 
North Main Street site in Southington. 

 

“DECD Funding Opportunities” - Alexandra Daum, CT Department of Economic & Community 
Development (No Slides) 

Deputy Commissioner Daum shared guidance on how applicants can submit the best possible 
brownfields applications to DECD. She stressed that a top priority in selecting projects is a strong, 
actionable redevelopment plan that will put the land back into economic reuse. Another important 
aspect is the likelihood of a project being executed; for instance, ensuring that permits are underway or 
that additional funding is committed rather than speculative. The presence of a private developer is key 
to a project’s likelihood of getting done, she stated. 

The Deputy Commissioner expressed that last week DECD announced the funding of $17.9 million to 14 
projects to clean up 78 acres. Ms. O’Neill noted in the chat that three of those projects are within the 
RBP region. There is a 24-to-1 match of non-State funds being leveraged against DECD funds. 

Another $25 million is allocated in the current and upcoming fiscal budget for the next round of 
projects. In 2022, there will be an Assessment-only round with the notice of funding expected in 
February or March, as well as a Remediation-only round with the notice of funding expected in July or 
August. [Note: be sure you are subscribed to RBP Newsletter to be informed when the announcements 
come out.]  

Her final pointers for applicants were: make sure the scope of the project is well-defined; do not 
overpromise leverage and benefits if they are out of municipal control; be specific on funding sources; 
and priority will be given to projects with an environmental resilience component. 

 

“CT Brownfield Land Bank & the Southington Tri-Party Agreement” - Gary O’Connor, Pullman & 
Comley (Attachment B) 

Attorney O’Connor began by defining a brownfield land bank as a non-profit, non-governmental entity 
that temporarily acquires contaminated sites during remediation with the goal of returning them to the 
private sector to enhance a community’s tax base. This conveyance of property addresses issues of 
liability, compliance, and adds technical expertise to the redevelopment process, all while the 
municipality retains control through the Land Banking Agreement. Connecticut enabled brownfield land 
banks under PA 17-214; the CT BLB is model is unique in the United States. 

Atty O’Connor used the Beaton & Corbin site at 318 North Main Street in Southington as a case study. 
This former manufacturing site was destroyed by a fire in 2003, resulting in a piece of property in the 
gateway of downtown Southington with dilapidated remnants of the original building. It had significant 

https://nvcogct.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=74dd6f0ac53c6cbb0c5034134&id=7310980882
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soil and groundwater contamination, along with legal title challenges. A Land Banking Agreement was 
executed in June 2017, and three years later a Tri-Party Agreement was signed between the Town of 
Southington, the CT BLB, and Lovley Development Corp. When the redevelopment is complete, the site 
will host a 13,000 square foot office complex that will add value to the neighborhood and contribute 
real estate taxes. 

 

“It’s Finally Infrastructure Week” - Jim Byrne and Katy Deng, EPA Region 1 (Attachment C) 

Mr. Byrne stated that the EPA Brownfields Program is currently in the “threshold” or pass/fail review for 
FY22 Assessment grants, with awards expected to be announced in the spring. A second round will 
become available in July with awards announced in November. 

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), Mr. Byrne explained, sent $1.5 billion dollars to the EPA for 
brownfield assessment and cleanup grants. This unprecedented funding will enable the EPA to improve 
health, safety, the economy, and climate resilience. A detailed breakdown of the grants categories, 
maximum funding requests, and proposal due dates are available on this factsheet, which he shared 
with the group. 

Ms. Deng explained that environmental justice is a top priority for the Biden Administration and EPA 
Region 1. The Justice40 Initiative aims to deliver 40% of federal investments to disadvantaged 
communities. Both on the national and regional level, the EPA is working to incorporate environmental 
justice goals and actions into their strategic plans. Ms. Deng shared that brownfield applicants should 
use the EJ Screen tool to incorporate relevant community-level environmental justice data into their 
applications. 

Overall, the passage of BIL will result in more grant money, technical assistance, and investments in 
disadvantaged communities. These efforts will increase economic opportunities and create resilient, 
livable neighborhoods. 

 

NVCOG Announcements – Rick Dunne 

Mr. Dunne invited RBP members to use NVCOG as adjunct staff, and to reach out if they are in need of 
technical assistance, research, or expertise.  

Mr. Dunne announced that NVCOG will hold a regional planning conference, “NVision 2022,” at the 
Palace Theater in Waterbury on March 30th from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Governor Lamont will be the keynote 
speaker and one of the panels will focus on environmental justice and community engagement. He 
noted that the event may be postponed due to COVID, but will not be held virtually. Registration is 
available here. 

Finally, he pointed out that although the full RBP group does not meet throughout the year, the 
Executive Committee meets as needed. All members will be receiving those agendas and are welcome 
either to attend or to catch up with the minutes afterwards. 

 

Adjournment 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-12/bil-brownfields-fy22-draft-plan.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen
https://nvcogct.gov/project/current-projects/nvision-2022/
https://nvcogct.gov/project/current-projects/nvision-2022/


 
 
 
 
 

5 of 5 
Draft to be approved at next Annual Meeting 

Mr. Edge moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Grimmer seconded. All were in favor and the meeting 
concluded at 2:35 p.m. 

 

 

Attachments 

Attachment A: Financial Report from Finance Director Michael Szpryngel, NVCOG 

Attachment B: Slides from Atty Gary O’Connor, Pullman & Comley 

Attachment C: Slides from Jim Byrne and Katy Deng, EPA Region 1 



ANSONIA    •    BEACON FALLS    •    BETHLEHEM    •    BRISTOL    •    CHESHIRE    •    DERBY    •    MIDDLEBURY    •    NAUGATUCK    •    OXFORD    •    PLYMOUTH   

PROSPECT   •    SEYMOUR    •    SHELTON    •    SOUTHBURY   •   THOMASTON   •   WATERBURY   •   WATERTOWN   •   WOLCOTT   •   WOODBURY 

January 13, 2022 

MEMORANDUM: 1132022-FIN-01 

To:  RBP Committee 
From:  Michael P. Szpryngel, Director of Finance 
Subject: Brownfield Financial Status Report – Annual Meeting 2022 

NVCOG 
DECD Program List 

For Period Ending November 30, 2021 
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NVCOG 
Current EPA Project List 

For Period Ending November 30, 2021 
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NVCOG 
Closed EPA Grants | RLF 2005 

For Period Ending September 30, 2020 
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NVCOG 
Closed EPA Grants | Assessment 2016 
For Period Ending September 30, 2021 



Connecticut's
Land Banking Law

Helping Municipalities to
Redevelop Brownfields

Gary B. O’Connor, Esq.
January 13, 2022



What is a Brownfield Land Bank?

In June 2017 Governor Malloy signed into law the Connecticut 
Brownfield Land Bank Law 

(Public Act 17-214)

The Connecticut Brownfield Land Bank model is unique in the 
United States

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC33



What is a Brownfield Land Bank?

“Brownfield Land Bank”
versus

“Land Trust”
• BLB does not hold land in perpetuity
• BLB’s purpose is not to create open space or sites for public recreation
• BLB holds properties for the specific purpose of remediation and redevelopment
• BLB’s goal is to convey properties back to private sector to enhance economic 

development and increase tax base of communities

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC34



What is a Brownfield Land Bank?

“Brownfield Land Bank” 
versus 

“General Land Bank”
• General Land Banks are used in other parts of country to assemble blighted sites (primarily 

residential) for future resale
• General Land Banks are primarily controlled by county government for exclusive use in county
• BLB : exclusive focus on redevelopment of former industrial/commercial sites with existing or 

perceived contamination
• BLB certified to conduct business state-wide
• BLB assists multiple municipalities
• BLB is an independent non-governmental entity 
• BLB’s non-profit status under IRC attractive to foundations and philanthropists

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC35



Certification Process

DECD Commissioner oversees the certification of Connecticut 
Brownfield Land Banks

Commissioner will certify based on certain criteria:
– Financial and technical capabilities
– Economic condition of municipalities served
– Level of support from municipalities
– Quality of applicant’s business plan

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC36



What is a Brownfield Land Bank?

Certification confers on BLB many rights and immunities given to 
municipalities under state statutes:

 Acquire real property by purchase contracts …. foreclosure of municipal tax liens, and accept 
transfers from municipalities

 Transfer property to third parties … on such terms … as determined by the municipality in 
which the property is located

 Access brownfield sites to perform environmental due diligence
 Qualify for exemption from state and municipal taxes
 Qualify for tax forgiveness on any property acquired by the land bank
 Participate in the Brownfield liability relief programs
 Qualify for Transfer Act exemptions
 Participate in the state’s Remedial Action and Redevelopment Municipal Grant Program

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC37



Why Brownfield Land Banks Are Needed

Connecticut’s Industrial Legacy: Abandoned and Contaminated Industrial 
Sites!

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC38



Why Brownfield Land Banks Are Needed

State Legislature provided many new tools for brownfield redevelopment:

– Liability Relief
– ABC
– BRRP
– Municipal Brownfield Liability Relief Program
– Financial Incentives
– Brownfield Grant and Brownfield Loan Programs
– Urban Site Remedial Action Program
– Property Tax Abatement or Forgiveness Program
– Administrative Improvements

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC39



Why Brownfield Land Banks Are Needed

Legislative Reforms Did Not Address Other Practical Concerns of Municipalities:

– Lack of Expertise
– Liability and Cost Exposure
– Management Cost and Concerns During Holding Period
– Compliance with Procurement/Sale Ordinances
– Political Considerations

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC40



Why Brownfield Land Banks Are Needed

Towns Lack Expertise to navigate through alphabet soup of federal and state 
environmental laws

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC41



Why Brownfield Land Banks Are Needed

Except for some of the larger cities in the region, most municipal officials 
don’t have the experience to assess the environmental conditions at 
brownfield sites or plan and manage the remediation and redevelopment of 
these sites

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC42



Why Brownfield Land Banks Are Needed

Liability and Cost Exposures

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC43



Why Brownfield Land Banks Are Needed

Liability and Cost Exposures

 State laws do not provide complete liability relief from: 
– Third-Party claims
– Federal laws (e.g., RCRA and TSCA obligations)

 Uncertain cost of remediation could be municipality’s obligation if municipality owns 
property

 Cost and potential liability of owning abandoned brownfield site during holding period
– Safety of structures
– Fires caused by vandals

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC44



Why Brownfield Land Banks Are Needed

Internal Considerations of Municipality

Procurement and Sale Ordinances
 Delay and limitations in selecting remediation consultants and contractors
 Make sale of brownfield site to most appropriate redeveloper difficult

Political Considerations
 Brownfield redevelopment is long-term that often extends beyond election cycles
 The uncertainty of cost and liability can be exploited by political opponents
 Need for multiple approvals throughout the remediation process can be exploited by

political opponents

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC45



Brownfield Land Bank: 
Valuable New Tool

Municipalities maintain control of the remediation and redevelopment process 
through Land Banking Agreement

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC46



Land Banking Agreement

Municipalities maintain control of the remediation and redevelopment process 
through Land Banking Agreement

 Control the scope of remediation
 Delegate grant application work to BLB
 Transfer liability as owner of site to BLB
 Transfer management concerns during holding period to BLB
 Control selection of redeveloper

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC47



Case Study

Beaton & Corbin Site
318 North Main Street, 
Southington, CT
 Acreage:  1.65
 Abandoned property
 Owner Beacon and Corbin Mfg.
 Gateway Area to Downtown

Southington

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC48



Site Survey

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC49



History of Site

 1800s – Aetna Match Company
operated manufacturing facility

 1900-1989 – Beaton and Corbin
Mfg. conducted manufacturing:
– Ceiling and floor plates
– Plumbing fixtures
– Metal machining and metal plating

 2003 – Fire destroyed 25,000 sq. ft.
main building

 2017 - Site consisted of: building
foundations, remnants of the boiler
room, a settling basin for wastewater
treatment, 10,000-gallon AST, 1,000-
gallon UST and 3 dilapidated storage
sheds – an eyesore for those
travelling on North Main St.

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC50



Condition of Property
November 2020

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC51



Environmental Challenges

 Site is an “establishment under Connecticut Transfer Act
 Significant Contamination of Soil and Groundwater

– Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)
– Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH)
– Metals (cadmium, arsenic, chromium, copper, lead, nickel and zinc)
– PCBs

 Estimated Cost to Investigate and Remediate:  $1,354,145
 1984 DEEP Order to Abate Pollution
 1998 DEEP Judgment Lien - $400,000
 2010 DEEP Lien - $14,237.79

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC52



Title Challenges

 Five Unreleased Mortgages to Banks, Contractors and Individuals
 Only 2 years of Municipal Real Estate Tax Liens

– Small amounts
– Wrong property description

 Legal ownership of main parcel uncertain
– Two title searchers reached different conclusions
– No record of main parcel being transferred from Aetna Match Company to Beaton and Corbin

Mfg.
 Aetna Match dissolved in 1905
 Beaton and Corbin no longer in business

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC53



Brownfield Land Bank Process

 Initial Phase
 In 2015 CBLB began its initial evaluation of the Site and negotiated 

with the Town of Southington during the first half of 2017:

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC54



Brownfield Land Bank Process

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC55



Brownfield Land Bank Process:
Intermediate Phase 

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC56

June 2017      
Land Banking 

Agreement Signed
EPA and DECD 
Funding Sought 

Investigation of 
Environmental 

Conditions at Site

January 2020       
Tri-Party Agreement 

with Lovley 
Development Signed

February 2020 
Municipal Real 
Estate Liens 

Assigned 

March 2020      
Action to 

Foreclosure of Tax 
Liens Commenced

August 2020       
Remediation Began

August 2020       
EPA $400,000 Loan 

to Lovely 
Development Closed



Brownfield Land Bank Process:
Final Phase

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC57

Transfer of 
Property from 

CBLB to Lovley 
Development

Lovley 
Development to 

Commence 
Construction 

Construction 
Completed

Final Verification 
Without Audit



Successful Completion

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC58

Collaboration of EPA, DECD, 
DEEP, CBLB Town of Southington 
and Lovley Construction

 Office Complex
 2 Buildings
 13,000 square feet
 Productive reuse of site
 Adds Value to Neighborhood
 Significant Real Estate Taxes
 Remediated Property



Contact Information

© 2018 Pullman & Comley LLC59

Gary B. O’Connor, Esq.
Pullman & Comley, LLC
90 State House Square
Hartford, CT 06103
Tel: 860.424.4394
Fax: 860.424.4370
Email: goconnor@pullcom.com



BRIDGEPORT    |        HARTFORD  |       STAMFORD    |       WATERBURY       | WHITE PLAINS

www.pullcom.com

These slides are intended for educational and informational purposes only. Readers are advised to seek appropriate professional consultation before 
acting on any matters in this update. These slides may be considered attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.



IT’S INFRASTRUCTURE WEEK!
EPA Region 1 Brownfields Program

Jim Byrne and Katy Deng

January 13, 2021 



BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM UPDATE

FY22 Assessment, Revolving Loan Fund, and Cleanup 
(ARC) Competition 
 Threshold review in progress
Application review coming soon 
Awards announced in the spring 

2nd FY22 Competition
 Starts in July 
Awards announced in November 



BIPARTISAN INFRASTRUCTURE LAW (BIL) 

 November 15, 2021 – Biden signed the historic $1.2 trillion Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, also known as BIL.

 Over $60 billion went to EPA: 
 More than $50 billion for clean water projects
 $5.4 billion for Superfund and brownfields cleanup work 
 $5 billion for decarbonizing nation’s school buses 
 $100 million for pollution prevention 

 With this funding, EPA will be making significant investments in the health, 
equity, and resilience of American communities. With unprecedented funding to 
support our national infrastructure, EPA will improve people’s health and safety, 
help create good-paying jobs, and increase climate resilience throughout the 
country. 



A HISTORIC INVESTMENT FOR BROWNFIELDS

 $1.5 billion for Brownfields 
 $150 million in Multipurpose Grants 
 $600 million in Assessment Grants 
 $160 million in Cleanup Grants
 $150 million in RLF Grants
 $30 million in Job Training Grants
 $300 million in Cooperative Agreements 

to State and Tribal Response Programs 
 $110 million in Technical Assistance, 

including Targeted Brownfields 
Assessment 

 Fact Sheet Available Here 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-12/bil-brownfields-fy22-draft-plan.pdf


ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

 Environmental justice is a top priority for the Biden Administration and EPA 
Region 1. 
 EJ at National Level

 American Rescue Plan (ARP) – $50 million to fund EJ initiatives
 Justice40 Initiative - deliver 40% of federal investments to disadvantaged communities 

 EJ at EPA 
 FY2022-2026 Draft Strategic Plan – specific goal related t0 advancing EJ and civil rights 
 FY21-22 Region 1 EJ Action Plan – short term actions to address EJ in New England 
 Region 1 Environmental Justice Team – divisional representatives working to advance EJ in 

the region

 FY22 ARC Competition guidelines emphasized that proposed projects should 
benefit disadvantaged communities. EPA offers many tools and resources such as 
EJ Screen to screen for potential EJ issues in your communities. 
 New infrastructure funds will help address disproportionate impacts faced by 

overburdened and disadvantaged communities. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2021/07/20/the-path-to-achieving-justice40/
https://www.epa.gov/planandbudget/strategicplan
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-10/region-1-ejactionplan-508-compliant.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen


HOW WILL ALL THIS IMPACT BROWNFIELDS WORK?

More grants and technical assistance available 

More sites can be assessed, cleaned up, and redeveloped 

 Remove barriers to brownfields reuse and revitalization

 Increased opportunities for communities including job creation and 
economic opportunity 

More investment in smaller, rural, and disadvantaged communities 

 Promote equitable and sustainable redevelopment

 Cultivate healthy, resilient, and livable neighborhoods 

 Address economic, social, and environmental challenges 



CONTACT INFORMATION 

Jim Byrne 
Brownfields Coordinator 
Byrne.James@epa.gov
617-918-1389

Katy Deng 
Brownfields EJ Contact 
Deng.Katy@epa.gov
617-918-1286

mailto:Byrne.James@epa.gov
mailto:Deng.Katy@epa.gov


QUESTIONS?
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