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November 5, 2021
MEMORANDUM: 11052021

To: NVCOG CEOs, Municipal Planners, Economic Development Staff, Grant Administrators
From: Aaron Budris, Senior Regional Planner

Subject: CT DECD Communities Challenge Grant Opportunity

Background

The CT Department of Economic and Community Development (“DECD”) has announced a Notice of
Funding Availability under the CT Communities Challenge Grant Program to improve livability, vibrancy,
convenience and appeal of communities throughout the state. It is DECD’s goal to allocate up to 50% of
the funds to eligible and competitive projects in distressed municipalities. Successful projects will likely
include multiple of the elements below:
¢ Transit-oriented development that densifies commercial and/or residential land uses near transit
hubs,
¢ Downtown / major hub development that improves or reuses existing property (Brownfields
remediation may be a component of such application)
e Essential infrastructure that facilitates future development
e Housing to support affordability, accessibility, and local workforce,
¢ Mobility improvements that increase connectivity to transit and promotes economic activity,
including pedestrian, ADA, and bicycle improvements
e Public space improvements that provide amenities to the community, including open spaces,
public art projects, wayfinding, and lighting and safety improvements

Other projects that can demonstrate livability, vibrancy, convenience, and appeal of communities
throughout the state are also eligible. Municipalities, economic development agencies and regional
councils of governments are eligible to be the primary applicants for this Program. Public - private
partnerships are strongly encouraged.

Grant amounts will range from $1 million to $10 million. A minimum 25% non-state match is required in
distressed municipalities and a 50% match is required in all other municipalities. Contributed soft costs
including contribution of land can be accepted as match, but in-kind staff time will not be accepted.

Actions

Applicants must submit an intent to apply by Friday December 3, 2021 and a full application will be due on
January 14, 2022. Application information and forms can be found on the DECD CT Communities Challenge
webpage.

NVCOG staff can assist in the technical aspects of grant preparation and can author letters of support
provided adequate lead time is given. NVCOG staff are also interested in hearing ideas for regional
projects.

If you have any questions, need assistance with an application, or if you have an idea for a regional project,
please contact Aaron Budris at 203-489-0362 or abudris@nvcogct.gov
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