
 
 
 

MINUTES 
Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments 

NVCOG Conference Room 
49 Leavenworth St., 3rd Floor 

Waterbury, CT 
10 a.m., Friday, January 11, 2019 

 
NVCOG Representatives:  Chris Bielik, First Selectman, Beacon Falls; Len Assard, First Selectman, Bethlehem; Ellen 
Zoppo-Sassu, Mayor, Bristol; Jerry Sitko, Alternate, Cheshire; Rich Dziekan, Mayor, Derby; Ed St. John, First 
Selectman, Middlebury; Pete Hess, Mayor, Naugatuck; George Temple, First Selectman, Oxford; David Merchant, 
Mayor, Plymouth; Bob Chatfield, Mayor, Prospect; Mark Lauretti, Mayor, Shelton; Jeff Manville, First Selectman, 
John Monteleone, Alternate, Southbury; Ed Mone, First Selectman, Thomaston; Neil O’Leary, Mayor, Mack Demac, 
Alternate, Waterbury; Tom Winn, Town Council Chair, Watertown; Tom Dunn, Mayor, Wolcott; Maryellen Edwards, 
Alternate, Woodbury. 
  
Speakers/Guests/Other: Former CTDOT Commissioner James Redeker; Senator George Logan; Calvin Brown; Ellen 
Graham, Senator Blumenthal’s office; Sara Radacsi, CTDOT; David Krechevsky, Waterbury Regional Chamber; Hedy 
Ayers, Eversource; members of the public. 
  
Staff: Rick Dunne, Mark Nielsen, Aaron Budris, Joanna Rogalski, Glenda Prentiss, Trish Bauer, Lauren Rizzo, Christian 
Meyer, John DiCarlo, Max Tanguay-Colucci, Mike Szpryngel, Richard Crowther, Jr. 
 
1. Commencement of Meeting (Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call, Moment of Silence, Public Comment) 

Chairman Neil O’Leary called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. Those in attendance recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance and the roll was called. As public comment, Hedy Ayers, Community Relations Specialist 
with Eversource, introduced herself. Chairman O’Leary said a few words in remembrance of Bill 
Butterly, Jr., and a moment of silence was observed.   
 

2. Presentation by Former CTDOT Commissioner James Redeker: “Update on the State Budget and 
How it May Impact Member Towns” 
Former CTDOT Commissioner Jim Redeker noted that he is now retired, but was at the meeting to 
keep his commitment to report to NVCOG on the state’s budget and its possible impact on NVCOG 
municipalities. He reminded everyone that due to deficits, the state budget had been problematic, 
leading to the potential for cuts in services and fare increases. In May, legislation was passed that 
included a new car sales tax and general obligation bonds for transportation.  Fiscal year 2019 will be 
tight, but after that balances and surpluses will grow and could allow for no changes in fares or 
services. The federal side is uncertain, and funding sources have been shifted where possible to 
protect all transportation projects. CTDOT is understaffed at the lowest and some of the highest 
levels. While there is an opportunity for that to be fixed, it could take some time, and CTDOT will face 
challenges in the next few years. Lockboxes were approved, the new capital program is out, and 
CTDOT is working on a five year strategy. Mr. Redeker responded to questions and general discussion 
followed. 

 
3. NVCOG Administrative Items 

a. Approval of the Minutes of the December 14, 2018 CNVMPO & NVCOG Meeting – On a motion by 
Bob Chatfield, seconded by Len Assard, it was unanimously 

 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of the December 14, 2018 CNVMPO and NVCOG meeting.  
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b. Acceptance of Executive/Audit Committee Recommendation Regarding Receipt of Management’s 

Report of the 2018 Audit – Rick Dunne said NVCOG’s auditor, John Accavallo of MAWC, reported 
at yesterday’s Executive/Audit Committee meeting that all outstanding issues, findings, or 
concerns since the transition and merger have all been cleared. On a motion by Chris Bielik, 
seconded by Tom Dunn, it was unanimously 

 
VOTED: To accept the Executive/Audit Committee’s recommendation regarding receipt of 

management’s report of the 2018 audit. 
 

c. Adoption of Estimated Budget & Dues, FY 2020 – Mike Szpryngel reviewed the proposed dues 
scenarios. He explained that a preliminary dues structure must be passed to send to municipalities 
for budgeting purposes. The actual dues structure will be adopted in May or June.  Mr. Szpryngel, 
along with Mr. Dunne, went over the three scenarios and responded to questions.  At its meeting, 
the Executive/Audit Committee recommended the preliminary FY 2020 budget, Scenario 2, and 
the issuance of municipal dues notices pursuant to the scenario of the full board’s choosing.  Ed 
Mone added that the majority of the Executive Committee supported Scenario 2.  Following 
discussion, on a motion by Ed Mone, seconded by Chris Bielik, it was unanimously 
 
VOTED: To adopt the NVCOG staffing plan, the preliminary FY 2020 budget, Scenario 2, and the 

issuance of municipal dues notices pursuant to Scenario 2.  
 

d. Approval of Financial Report – Mr. Szpryngel said there was no financial report this month due to 
timing issues making it difficult to meet the deadline for the NVCOG meeting. The report will be 
presented next month. 
  

e. Director’s Report – Mr. Dunne stated that the federal government shutdown affects NVCOG’s FTA 
and EPA programs. Programs and projects proceed; expenses incur, but funding is not being 
received. NVCOG is carrying costs to the extent that it can. Consultants understand that they may 
do work, but they may not receive payment until the shutdown ends. However, Federal Highway 
planning funds from FHA have not been affected.   
  

4. Assistance to Waterbury Development Corporation’s Application to FY2019 EPA Brownfield Cleanup 
Grant Program 
Max Tanguay-Colucci explained that this is an informational item. No motion or resolution is necessary 
as NVCOG will not be the fiduciary for the applicant, but NVCOG is assisting the City of Waterbury and 
the Waterbury Development Corporation in making an application to the EPA Brownfield Cleanup 
Grant Program for a project located at 2100 South Main Street.   
 

5. NVCOG Planning/Transportation 
a. LOTCIP – New Projects 

i. Prospect Sidewalk Improvements – Christian Meyer said the purpose of this project is to 
provide for safe mobility for existing pedestrian traffic by constructing a roughly 3,300-foot 
section of sidewalk along one side of Route 69 from the town hall and Route 68 to Hotchkiss 
Field/Scott Road. This project was flagged in a 2017 Road Safety Audit as an important short-
term recommendation.  
 

ii. Bethlehem Sidewalk Improvements – Mr. Meyer said this project is intended to address a lack 
of pedestrian facilities along Bethlehem’s Main Street by constructing a 2,700-foot section of 
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sidewalk. There are currently no sidewalks along this section of roadway, making the proposed 
project a substantial improvement. Creating a safe pedestrian route along Route 61 for all 
users creates a much needed pedestrian thoroughfare and has been a high priority for the 
Town of Bethlehem for several decades. 
 
The NVCOG Transportation Technical Advisory Committee (TTAC) has reviewed and evaluated 
the proposed projects and recommends endorsement by the NVCOG board. 
 
On a motion by Pete Hess, seconded by Tom Dunn, it was unanimously 
 
VOTED: To endorse Resolution 2019-12 and Resolution 2019-13, committing regionally 

apportioned LOTCIP funds to pedestrian enhancements in the towns of Prospect and 
Bethlehem. 

 
b. LRTP Update – Mark Nielsen said staff has completed a preliminary draft of the Long Range 

Transportation Plan. The LRTP will cover a 27 year time period from 2019 to 2045. It has been 
submitted to DOT, FHWA and FTA to initiate their review and comments. The LRTP is expected to 
be ready for review and endorsement by the NVCOG board in March of this year. 
 

6. Emergency Management Update 
Joanna Rogalski said 2018 annual reports for the Community Emergency Response Teams are due this 
month. A spring training day will be held, with the date to be determined. Most paperwork for the 
Homeland Security Grant Program for Regional Emergency Planning Teams has been submitted.   
 

7. Sustainable CT Program 
Ms. Rogalski said a Sustainable CT fellow will be located at NVCOG again this summer. The fellow will 
assist communities who want to work towards receiving Sustainable CT certification. Ms. Rogalski can 
supply further information to interested municipalities.  
 

8. Other 
George Temple said he received the memorandum of decision regarding the opioid lawsuit. He 
suggested a meeting with other involved municipalities to discuss it. Neil O’Leary said planning for such 
a meeting is currently taking place.  
 
Glenda Prentiss said NVCOG has entered into an agreement with MRW Connected to redesign the 
NVCOG website. MRW may be contacting the municipalities for input and feedback.  
 
Jeff Manville spoke about the State’s non-funding of the senior tax relief program.  
 

9. Adjournment 
At 11:35 a.m., on a motion by Chris Bielik, seconded by Tom Dunn, it was unanimously 
 
VOTED:  To adjourn the meeting. 
            
      Respectfully submitted by 
      Lauren Rizzo, Administrative Services Coordinator 
       for 
      Ed Mone, Secretary 
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