STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

2800 BERLIN TURNPIKE, P.0. BOX 317546
NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06131-7546

Phone:

June 30, 2016

TO: Mr, Richard T, Dunne, Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments
Mr. Francis Pickering, Western CT Council of Governments
Mr. Richard Lynn, Northwest Hills Council of Governments
Mr, John Filchak, Northeastern CT Council of Governments

FROM: Maribeth Wojenski ﬂ/( QXAM L()da,&)«/»ﬁq

Transportation Assistant Planning Director
Bureau of Policy and Planning

SUBIECT: 2016 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Solicitation

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (Department), in cooperation with the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), is notifying your Councils of Governments (COG) that the Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPOs) and/or the Rural RPOs may submit applications for funding under the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act), which eliminates the MAP-21 TAP, and replaces it with
a set aside of Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) program funding for transportation alternatives
(TA). These set aside funds include all projects and activities that were previously eligible under TAP and
are supported by the Department. Applications may be submitted for the following types of projects: on-and
off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public
transportation and enhanced mobility, community improvement activities, multi-use trail projects, and safe
routes to school projects,

The Department is responsible for selecting TA projects through a competitive process for funds
suballocated to small urban areas (Sk<areas<200k) and nonurban areas (areas=<5,000) per 23 U.S.C.
213(c)(4)(A). The projects may be anywhere within the metropolitan planning area boundaries of an MPO
serving an wbanized arca with a population less than 200,000. For rural areas not within MPOs, the funds
are available for projects anywhere within the rural COG’s boundaries.

The MPOs/Rural COGs should solicit eligible entities as allowed by the FAST Act § 1109; 23 U.S.C, _
133(h). In your solicitation of projects, please consider the many possible sources of project concepts as well
as financing, Please assist applicants in developing viable regionally significant projects as these projects

will be given priority for TA funding over projects that are smaller in scale and eligible for other sources of
state and federal funding,

Under the Federal FAST Act regulations (FHWA TA Set-Aside Implementation Guidance is attached), TA
funds now have the potential to lapse if not expended within four years. All TA funded projects must be part
of a competitive selection process in order to be eligible for funding participation, thereby making it
inherently difficult for the Department to fully utilize all available TA funds in a timely manner due to
timeframes often required for designs where extensive right-of-way, permitting, utility or other “critical
path” issues arise. In order for the Department and the MPOs to effectively administer the most projects to
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municipalities and utilize all available TA funding, existing eligible projects that have a current funding
shortfall should also be submitted for consideration in this solicitation. An example project is one that is
funded with a federal earmark that is insufficient to cover the total project cost. In addition, the Depariment
will be asking individual COGs to add specific existing projects to their respective solicitations in order to
meet the competitive selection process regulation. This in no way will affect the selection of new TA funded
projects and is only intended to efficiently utilize all TA funds available under restrictive federal regulations.

Please see the attached project selection criteria table that will be used by the Department to screen
and select projects,

All projects selected to go forward should be submitted to the Department and divided into two groups
— an existing project list and a new project list, each numbered by priority. If a MPO/Rural COG has
submitted a project for TAP funding in the past and wants the project to be considered for TA FY2016-2020
funds, the project needs to be resubmitted with a new application and given a priority ranking, For existing
eligible projects that are currently under design and have a funding shortfall, prepare an application,
including the funding amount needed, and submit it along with its given priority ranking. These existing
projects that need supplemental funding will not be subject to the minimum project amount specified on the
application. Projects selected to go forward will be based upon funding availabitity and Department
administrative staffing. Attached is a spreadsheet indicating the available TA set aside funds by
population under the FAST Act from FFY 2016-2020,

To receive TA funding a project must:
e Dbe submitted by an eligible entity with a complete application (see attached guidance)
e be deliverable in FY16-FY20 (design complete/construction started)
¢ have a minimum cost of $500,000.00 (projects are not to be combined to meet this minimum
threshold)

Two hard copies and an electronic copy of up to three new project applications, along with a prioritized list
of contingency projects should be submitted by December 30, 2016, directly to the Department Program
Coordinator:

Ms, Sara Radacsi

RPO Coordination Unit

Bureau of Policy and Planning
Department of Transportation

2800 Berlin Turnpike, P.O. Box 317546
Newington, CT 06131-7546
sara.radacsi@ct.gov

All projects to be considered for TA funding under this FY2016-FY2020 competitive process must be
submitted to the Department by the specified timeframe. The partnership between your agency and ours is
important for successful implementation of projects under this program. Thank you for your continued
support and collaboration in this effort. If you have any questions regarding this solicitation, please contact
Ms. Radacsi at (860) 594-2856.

Aftachments

¢c:  Ms. Eloise Powell, FHWA
Mr. Kenneth Shooshan-Stoller, FHWA




Project Title:

Application No:

mn-.mm:_:m mwn::.m_.:msﬁm.

Confirmed-

The project is eligible for Transportation Alternatives Esa_:m

The project sponsor is eligible to apply for Transportation Alternatives funding

The project cost is $500,000 or greater

An acceptable project budget is provided

Sponsor provided 20% match commitment

Project is directly related to the surface transportation system

Engineering and architectural designs for all facilities conform to the Americans with Disabilities Act.

WCUmm._.

‘Actual Score

The application _:n_camm an mnncﬂmﬁm\m: Sn_cmém ccamm.ﬁ

The application includes documentation of the 20% match readily available to fund the proposed project.

5
Is the proposed project eligible or programed for any other funding sources Federal, State, or local? please
specify. 5

Project Funding Score: 15
S Point .
: m__Onm.n_O:... : i LR s

_ucw:n mmme_._._._ S R : ~ | (max15) | 'Actual Score
Describe how the uwo_qumo_ u_.o_mﬂ <<__ _umzmgn_ﬁ the area sﬁ:_: H:m Z_vo\ms.m_ RPO co::am? is it a regional
project? 5
Describe how the project will improve the public travel experience and travel options, including the benefit to
the community. 5
Demonstration of public/community support, includes documentation of support. 5

Public Benefit Score:

15
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ax30) | Actual Score -

How does Hrm u_.o_mnﬂ improve nc_u:n safety 31 m__ transportation _._m.m_.mu Ano___muo_._ data, lack of adequately safe
crossing or access, high speed/volume).

Does the project provide safe routes for non-drivers, i.e. bicyclists, children, older adults, and individuals with
disabilities?

Does the proposed project provide safety related infrastructure :_m:ﬁ_:m\ crosswalks, signals, sidewalks or
pathway with curb-cuts)?

Does the project implement traffic calming measures?

Does the project have signage markings directed to safety concern?

Safety Score:

=<=u_~0<mm ._.x>2m_u0m>._._02 Zm._.s..o_..nz\ nOZZmn.w _<_._.<

0) | Actual score

Does the proposed project expand or connect directly to existing U_D\n_m Umammsﬁzm: or transit wmn___dmmu Uomm it
close a gap?

Does the project connect land uses (school, park, library, community center, office/retail) within 1/2 mile of the
project?

xmb_u_z mmm ._.0 _uxOnmm_u

Connectivity Score:

i Actual Score”

Preliminary work complete: mEa_mm _UD FD

All Right of Way secured or none needed.

No utility/ other conflicts

List of Federal, State, and local permitting required for the nqo_mnﬁ

Project's Readiness Score:

Max project score is 100. Individual categories are rated as 0 being the least up to the max score being
the best rating.
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STBG Set Aside {TAP) Estimated Funding Breakdown FFY16-FFY20

-..TAP Hartford - . .~

2016

2017

2018

2018

2020

Totai

$ 1,145,632

$ 1,145,632

$ 1,166,212

$ 1,166,212

$ 1,166,212

$ 5,789,900

" TAP Bridgeport* .

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

Total

$ 1,087,129

$ 1,087,129

$ 1,106,658

$ 1,106,658

$ 1,106,658

$ 5,494,232

*Shelton, Derby, Ansonia and Seymour apply through GBVMPO.

~.“ TAP New Haven '~

2016 2017 2018 2013 2020 Total
§ 697,195{$ 697,195!$ 709,719 (S 709,719 |S 709,719 S 3,523,547
Lk - e TAP Norwich/New London o - o o o
2016 2017 2018 2018 2020 Total
$ 232,928 (S 232928|$ 237113 |$ 237,113 ($ 237,113 |$ 1,177,195
ST TAP Springfield -7
2016 . 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total
$ 111,126 | $ 111,126 S 113,322 ($ 113,122 |$ 113,122 |$ 561,618
e s TAPWOFCeSEer = e i i T e
2016 2017 2018 . 2018 2020 Total
$ 40,788 | ¢ 40,788 {$ 41,521 |$ 41521 |$ 41,521 |S 206,139
osoiswe o TAP Other (5,0005Areas $200,000) 0 s T T
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total
$ 574,1781S5 574,178 S 584,493 |5 584493 |$5 584,493 |5 2,901,835
S P T T TAP Rural (Areas. <5,000) o A T Dy
- 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total
$ 538,153 |% 538153 (S 547,820 |$ 547,820(S5 547,820 $ 2,719,766
Note:

The FAST Act includes a reservation of funds for the TA Set Aside of $835 million
for FFY16/17 and $850 million for FFY18-FFY20, therefore, reflecting level funding

for FY16/17 above, and a 1.7964% increase in FFY 2018 that remains level through FFY2020.




CT Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (PROGRAM)} 2016 - 2021
Transportation Alternatives (TA) Set-Aside

PROGRAM APPLICATION

1.0 Project Title

Provide the title of the Project;

2.0 Council of Government (COG)

The application should be submitted to the COG office having boundaries encompassing the majority of the project’'s limits, Maps
depicting the COG and Metropolitan Planning Crganization (MPQ) boundaries as well as the Transportation Management Areas(TMA)
~ are provided under separate cover as an appendix to the application. For projects that span multiple COG boundaries, please list in
order beginning with the COG with the greatest geographic coverage or the COG with which project coordination has been initiated.

Council of Government(s):

3.0 Project Sponsor and Commitment Statement

The Project Sponsor is the applicant and wilt be the entity that enters into agreement with the State of Connecticut Department of
Transportation for program administration and funding. The Project Sponsor MUST be a municipal governmental agency
established through State Statutes. Please indicate the formal legal names of the organization and duly authorized representative,

IF PROGRAM FUNDS ARE AUTHORIZED: The Project Sponsor will be responsible for commitment of funds to match federal
program dollars and finance any ineligible project costs. The Project Sponsor will also be responsible for commitment to operate,
maintain and insure the completed improvements. Upon project completion, the responsibility of Hability and maintenance to ensure a
‘safe, secure facility and components remains with the Project Sponsor, regardless of location within State or federal rights-of-way.
Formal letters of commitment or resolutions from the appropriate fiscal entity, (i.e. Town Council, Board of Finance), will be required.
Additionally, the Project Sponsor will be responsible for meeting public involvement requirements,

Legal Name of Organization:

Legal Name of Duly Authorized Representative:

Signature of Duly Authorized Representative Date (MM/DD/YYYY)

By signing my name on the signature line above, | am certifying that I am the duly authorized representative of the sponsoring agency and that | am aware
of the application and proposed profect on behalf of the organization as well as my responsibility as the Project Sponsor if PROGRAM funds are authorized,
My signature further indicates thal, to the best of my knowledge, the statements mode on this application form and any aftachments are true and complete
and are made in good faith. | understand that if | knowingly make any misstatement of fact, this application is subject to disqualificotion and dismissal. All
staterents made on this application are subject to verification as a condition of funding authorization.

Application Form for Program Funds Page 1 of 4




4.0 Project Contact (Representative from Project Sponsor) and Commitment Statement

The Project Contact must be a representative of the Project Spensor's agency. The Project Contact will act as the project manager. The
Project Contact will be the primary person to which correspondence, inquiries and project coordination will be directed regarding the
application and subsequent project if funds are awarded.

First Name: ___ CT Municipality: ____
Last Name: ) Division/Office; _____
Title: Street;
Telephone No: Zip Code; __-
Facsimile No:

Email Address:

5.0 Eligible Projects

5.1  Construction, planning and design of on-road and off-road trail facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other
nonmotorized forms of transportation.

5.2 Construction, planning, and design of infrastructure-related projects and systems that will provide safe routes for non-
drivers, including children, older adults, and individuals with disabilities to access daily needs.

53  Conversion and use of abandoned railroad corridors for traifs for pedestrians, bicyclists, or other nonmotorized
transportation users.

54  Construction of turnouts, overlooks and viewing areas.

5.5  Community improvements activities including:
s Inventory, control, or removal of outdoor advertising;
s Historic preservation and rehabilitation of historic transportation facilities;

56  Planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way of former Interstate
System routes or other divided highways.

Using the numbers above identify which one hest fits the project:

6.0 Project Location
Briefly describe the project location:
Indicate the start (and end, if linear) of the project limits;

Identify the municipality (ies) having boundaries encompassing the project location.
Primary CT Municipality; ‘
Other Municipality (ies}:

LOCATION MAP: Depic{ the location of the project on a base map such as a town road map, GIS map, aerial photo, or another base
map suitable to clearly depict the project's overall location upon. Provide a hard copy.

CONCEPT PLAN As appropriate and necessary for the scale and context of the project proposed, provide a map with a conceptuai
layout to graphically depict the location of the project and its relation to existing features, regulated areas, and adjacent facilities the

project would connect to. Provide a hard copy.
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7.0 Project Description -
Briefly describe the project:

8.0 Purpose and Need
Briefly explain the purpose and need for the project, including anticipated significance and impacts of this project. Provide any
additional information that may assist with determining the eligibility and selection of this project. This is an opportunity to discuss why

the project should be selected for PROGRAM funding.

9.0 Community Character and Regional Significance
Briefly describe how this candidate project directly relates to the region and community, including anticipated benefits and fit with the

character of the area served.

10.0 Public Support :
Demonstrate the level of public support or oppaosition that has been voiced to date, if any, either via a public forum, written

correspondence or other form of communication, including media coverage. Provide a description of the events, published articles,
media coverage, or other related materials that are relevant to demonstrate public support for the project,

11,0 Permitting

Provide a list of anticipated permits that are required for the project. It is not required that permitting be completed for the application.

12.0 Project Cost Estimate
Provide the estimated cost of the project, include a detailed cost estimate and the basis for the cost estimate. Of this total cost, a

maximum of eighty percent (80%) can be funded by the Federal Highway Administration through the PROGRAM and a minimum of .
twenty percent (20%) must be secured by the Project Sponsor. Project’s submitted for consideration under this program shall have a
minimum estimated project cost of five hundred thousand doflars ($500,000).
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13.0 Local Match Financing
The minimum twenty percent (20%) match typically must come from non-federal sources as there are restrictions on the application of

federal monies to the match share of PROGRAM funds. Indicate whether the non-federal match can reasonably be secured by the
project sponsor for the project if PROGRAM funds are authorized.

Are you providing the match with nen-federal sources? [] vYes [ No

Can the local match be reasonably secured? ' L] ves 1 No

14.0 Attachments and Additional Information/Materials — Please limit comments and attached pages to

those critical for Review of the Application and proper understanding of the Project Proposal.
This section is optional and may be used to provide any additional information pertinent to the presentation of the candidate project

for consideration of funding under the PROGRAM.

Please indicate any additional materials being submitted with the application package or provided to the COG for consideration. If
additional pages were used to answer questions on this application, please indicate the section and number of pages. Applicants are
encouraged, however, to limit respenses to the space provided in the PROGRAM Application,

The information below will be utilized during the review by staff at the COG and at the Department to ensure that each reviewer has a
full application package. A listing with a brief description of each item should be provided noting the number of pages for each

attachment and the pertinent application section, as applicable.

Number of Pages: Application Section, Brief Description:

SPECIAL NOTE: )
1) Two hard copies of a manually signed application must be submitted for purposes of file record.

2) A digital pdf file of the completed form application must also be submitted electronically.

Application Form for Program Funds Page 4 of 4




State of Connecticut
Department of Transportation

Legend

Interstates

= US Highways

Major State Highways

" Bridgeport - Stamford TMA
54 Hartford TMA

i New Haven TMA
Southeastern TMA

Developed
November 27, 2012

This map, dovoloped for infernal ConnDOT
use, Is o cartographic rondering of DOT
roadway rocords, [t should net ba roforencod
or Incarperated In any mannor in legal
documants or procoodings

e
L
o
n\-»

wWN.

o

o
s

TR

i mvw&
»«ww .
3 -

e
o .

w%

e
-

g




“00070E9 L SRS aEW. -
4D aueid @Hsm mma avN coﬁms; dew

mmc,_owmuo‘a Lo.ﬂcmsauou

ummo_ Uy ._mc:mE >cm.c_.n$ﬁo&.8§ Jg
umucw._&w‘_ B 0 PINOYS 3177 SPIOJS BYep. .

' 10d 40 BuLiapua. dlydeiBolies e si ‘asn

._.oe.u EEBE ._8 vmagmsmu .%.E sl H :

S m.roﬂ.rza, :

cozmto%cﬁr Jo qusuniedag

INDLIIDUL0D-BYF O IN Buljapow

usm:.o hﬁncmswc Mm>m¢. mﬁ..E.. vm:mam.a aﬂz..

mounion

h E@tb«.t:ow -




2 ' - Memorandum

US. Depaoriroent
of Trersperfoticn

Faderal Highway
Administration

~ Subject:

Fromu

To:

INFORMATION: Transportation Alternatives Date: May 13, 2016

(TA) Set-Aside Implementation Guidance

(Revised by the FAST Act)

/ Original signed by / :

Gloria M., Shepherd ' In Reply Refer To:
HEPH-10

Associate Administrator for Planning,
Environment, and Realty

Division Administrators
Directors of Field Services

On December 4, 2015, the President signed the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation
(FAST) Act into law (Pub. L. 114-94). The FAST Act replaced the Transportation
Alternatives Program (TAP) with a set-aside of funds under the Surface Transportation Block
Grant Program (STBG). For administrative purposes, the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) will refer to these funds as the TA Set-Aside. The attached TA Set-Aside :
Implementation Guidance provides information on funding, eligible activities, and
requuements of the TA Set-Aside, including the Recreational Trails Program (RTP).

This memorandum supersedes the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Guidance,
dated March 6, 2014, and the TAP Questions and Answers Revision, dated August 17, 2015.
The effective date of this TA Set-Aside Implementation Guidance is October 1, 2015. The
TA Set-Aside requirements, in effect on October 1, 2015, will apply to all related funding
obligated on or after that date, whether funded from new TA Set-Aside authorizations or

TAP funds authorized in previous years.

This document will be accessible on the FAST Act website http://www.thwa.dot.cov/fastact/,
through the FHWA Policv and Guidance Center, the Transportation Alternatives website
http://www . thwa.dot. cov/environment/transportation_alternatives/, and the RTP website at

hitp:/fwww . fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreationa] trails/.

For questions concerning the TA Set-Aside, including the RTP, please contact

Mr. Christopher Douwes (202-366-5013) of the Office of Human Environment. F or other
questions related to the STBG, please contact Mr. David Bartz (512-536-59006) or

M. Peter Kleskovic (202-366-4652) of the Office of Program Administration.

Attachment
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PROGRAM PURPOSE

The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act replaced the Transportation
Alternatives Program (TAP) with a set-aside of Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG)
Program funding for transportation alternatives (TA). These set-aside funds include all projects
and activities that were previously eligible under TAP, encompassing a variety of smaller-scale
transportation projects such as pedestrian and bicycle facilities, recreational trails, safe routes to
school projects, community improvements such as historic preservation and vegetation
management, and environmental mitigation related to stormwater and habitat connectivity.

The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21% Century Act (MAP-21) codified the TAP under
sections 213(b) and 101(a)(29) of title 23, United States Code (U.S.C.). The FAST Act repealed
section 213, removed the former 101(2)(29), and recedified the program (as a set-aside of STBG
fanding) under 23 U.S.C. 133(k). For administrative purposes, the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) is calling these funds the “Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside” or

“TA Set-Aside.”
GOVERNING AUTHORITIES

Section 1101 of the FAST Act authorized funds for the STBG.

Section 1104 of the FAST Act provided for apportionment of funds under 23 U.S.C. 104.
Section 1109 of the FAST Act amended the STBG under 23 U.S.C. 133, and established the
TA Set-Aside under 23 U.S.C. 133(h).

Section 1446 of the FAST Act amended title 23 U.S.C. with technical corrections.

FUNDING

Authorization Levels under the FAST Act: Estimated annual STBG fﬁnding under the FAST
Act is listed in the STBG Guidance, Section C, Funding.

Section 1104 of the FAST Act provides for the reservation of funds apportioned to a State under

23 U.S.C. 104(b)(2) to carry out the TA Set-Aside under 23 U.S.C. 133(h). Each State’s TA Set-

Aside funding is determined by dividing the national total TA Set-Aside funds shown in the table
~ below among the States based on each State’s proportionate share of F'Y 2009 Transportation

' Enhancements funding. See the FAST Act Funding Tables. The following table shows the

national total for the TA Set-Aside under the FAST Act:

Fiscal Year {Transportation Alternatives Funds (23 U.S.C. 133(h))
FY 2016 | : $835,000,000
FY 2017 ! $835,000,000
FY 2018 | $850,000,000

| FY 2019 | $850,000,000

| FY 2020 | $850,000,000

The Program Codes for the TA Set-Aside funds are as follows:
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Program :
Code Program Description Statutory Reference
2300 TA Set-Aside — Flex ‘ , 23 U.S.C. 133(h}X2)
7301 TA Set-Aside ~ Urbanized Areas With Population Over |23 U.S.C. 133(h)(2)

200,000 '
7302 TA Set-Aside — Areas with Population Over 5,000 to 23 U.S.C. 133(h)(2)
200,000 ' )
7303 TA Set-Aside — Areas with Population 5,000 and Under |23 U.S.C. 133(h)(2)
Z304 TA Set-Aside — Large Urbanized areas 50% for any 23 U.S.C.
STBG purpose ‘ ' 133(h)}(6)(B)
2940 Recreational Trails Program (RTP) 23 U.S8.C. 133(h)(5)
7941 Return of 1% for RTP Administration 23 U.8.C.
' 135(h)(5)}(B}
ZR10 State' RTP Administration 23 US.C.
' 206(d)(2)(H)
ZR20 RTP Educational Programs 23 U.S.C.
206(d)(2)(G)

For other Program Codes, including MAP-21 extension codes, see Apportioned Program Codes
under the FAST Act.

Period of Availability: TA Set-Aside funds are contract authority. TA Set-Aside obligations are
reimbursed from the Highway Account of the Highway Trust Fund. TA Set-Aside funds are
available for obligation for a period of 3 years after the last day of the fiscal year for which the
funds are authorized, This includes funds set aside for the Recreational Trails Program (RTP).

Thus, funds are available for obligation for up to 4 years (23 U.S.C. 118).

Surface Transportation Program (STP), TAP, and RTP funds from previous authorizations
continue to be available for their original period of availability (3 years after the last day of the
fiscal year for which the funds were authorized (23 U.S.C. 118)), but new obligations of STP,
TAP, and RTP funds must follow the requirements and eligibilities of 23 U.S.C. 133, as
amended by the FAST Act. See Treatment of Carrvover Funds Under the FAST Act.

Funds apportioned for the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program prior to MAP-21 are available
until expended (SAFETEA-LU § 1404(1)).

Obﬁgaﬁon Limitation: The TA Set-Aside funds are subject to the annual obligation limitation
imposed on the Federal-aid Highway Program.

Federal Share and Match: The Federal share for TA Set-Aside projects 1s as follows:

For most projects, including SRTS projects funded with TA Set-Aside funds, the Federal
share is the same as the Federal-aid Highway Program under 23 U.5.C. 120: generally 80
percent Federal and 20 percent State or local match. An upward sliding scale adjustment is
available to States having public fands (23 U.S.C. 120).

States may use a lower Federal share on Federal-aid projects as provided in 23 U.S.C. 120.
Certain types of improvements, predominantly safety improvements, listed in 23 U.S.C.
120(¢)(1) may have a Federal share of 100 percent. Use of this provision is limited to 10
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percent of the total funds apportioned to a State under 23 U.S.C. 104. See FHWA’s Memo,
Increased Federal Share under 23 U.S.C. 120(c)(1), dated November 25, 2014, for examples.
23 U.S.C. 120(£) allows funds apportioned under 23 U.S.C. 104 to be used at 100 percent
Federal share for Federal-aid highways within Indian Reservations, and national parks and

monuments.
23 U.8.C. 120(j) allows Federa! agency funds (other than those made available under title 23

or title 49) to pay the non-Federal share of the cost of any transportation project that is
within, adjacent to, or provides access to Federal land, for projects funded under title 23 or
under chapter 53 of title 49.

23 U.S.C. 120(k) allows Federal land and tribal transportation funds to pay the non-Federal
share of the cost of any project that is funded under title 23 or under chapter 53 of title 49
that provides access to or within Federal or tribal land.

Projects funded under the RTP set-aside retain the Federal share and flexible match and
donation provisions available under 23 U.S.C. 206(f) and 23 U.S.C. 206(h), and these
provisions remain in effect for prior year RTP funds. Recreational trail projects funded from

other STBG funds under sections 133(b)(6) or 133(h) (not from the RTP set-aside) are
subject to the general match requirernent described above. See RTP Federal Share and

Matching Requirements for more information.

Other match provisions:

Except as noted above under 23 U.S.C. 120()) and (k), 23 U.S.C. 206, or as allowed through
other Federal program legisiation, other Federal funds may not serve as the non-Federal

match. Two Federal programs that allow Federal-to-Federal match are:
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Community Development Block

Q
Grants may match or be matched by other Federal funds (42 U.S5.C. 5305).
o Federal programs for youth conservation or service corps, such as AmeriCorps under 42

U.S.C. 12571, may receive funds from other Federal programs as match. See AmeriCorps

guidance for further information.
There is no provision for a programmatic match under the STBG or TA Set-Aside, except for

the RTP set-aside funds. .
There is no provision to allow TA Set-Aside funds to use up to 100 percent Federal share,

xcept as noted above under section 120(c) and (£).

Allocations and Suballocations: Fifty percent of the amount set aside for TA in the State (after
deducting the set-aside for the RTP, if applicable) is suballocated to areas based on their relative
share of the total State 2010 Census population. The remaining 50 percent is avatlable for use in
any area of the State. Other than the total percentage suballocated, the suballocation structure is -
the same as for STBG funds (see the STBG Guidance, Section E, Suballocation), except the
requirement to provide obligation limitation to urbanized areas with populations over 200,000
does not apply to TA Set-Aside funds (23 U.S.C. 133(h)(2), MAP-21 § 1109(b}). Figure 1 shows

the TA Set-Aside suballocation:
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Figure 1: Transportation Alfernatives Suballocation
Source: FAST Act Suballocation of Apportioned Funds Ouestions and Answers
See the FAST Act Funding Supplementary Tables for the specific dollar amounts.

j State’s Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside

l Set-Aside for Recreational Trails Program (unless Governor opts out)

/\

50% Suballocated to Sub-State Areas

50% for Use in Any Area of State
Based on Population

(State competitive process)

Urbanized Areas with Populations
over 200,000

(MPO competitive process)

" Urban Areas with Populations of

5,001 to 200,000 (State process)

Areas with Population of 5,000 or

fewer (State process)

Funds: 23 U.S.C. 126 (Transferability of Federal-aid Highway funds) provides for

and has conditions on the transfer of funds apportioned under 23 U.S.C. 104(b). Transferred
funds are to be obligated for the same purposes and to meet the same requirements of the
category to which they are transferred. See FHWA Order 4551.1, Fund Transfers to Other
Agencies and Among Title 23 Programs, dated August 12, 2013, and Transferability of

Apvortioned Proeram Funding unde1 23 U.S.C. 126,

The following provisions apply to TA Set-Aside funds:

A State may transfer up to 50 percent of TA Set-Aside funds for the fiscal year to any 23
U.S.C. 104(b) apportionment for the State from the portion of TA Set-Aside funds available
for use in any area of the State. No transfers are permitted from TA Set-Aside funds
suballocated to sub-State areas based on population or funds set aside for the RTP (FAST
Act § 1109; 23 U.S.C. 126).

Funds for TA Set-Aside-eligible pr O_] ects may be transferred to the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) to administer in accordance with chapter 53 of title 49. Funds may be
transferred in the same manner as other Federal-aid Highway Program procedures (23 U.S.C.
104(5)).

States may use STBG funds for projects eligible as TA Set-Aside projects without making a
transfer and STBG provisions and requirements will apply. (23 U.S.C. 133(b)(15)). See the

STBG Guidance, Section D, Eligibility.
There is no authorization to transfer funds to or from the RTP set-aside funds. However:
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o States may use STBG funds for any recreational trail (23 U.S.C. 133(b)(6) and 133(h)),
without making a transfer, and STBG provisions and requirements will apply. See STBG

Eligibility.

o Ifa State opts out of the RTP, the funds remain under the TA Set- Aside, and the

transferability provisions pertaining to the TA Set-Aside apply.

[Back to Top]
COMPETITIVE SELECTION PROCESS (23 U.S.C. 133(h)(4)(A))

Consistent with other Federal-aid Highway Programs, TA Set-Aside funds are administered by
the State Department of Transportation (DOT). All TA Set-Aside funds must be used for eligible

rojects that are submitted by eligible entities and chosen through a competitive project selection
process. The statute requires the following with respect to the selection of projects:

A State or metropolitan planning organization required to obligate funds in accordance
with paragraph (2) [23 U.S.C. 133(h)(2)] shall develop a competitive process to allow
eligible entities to submit projects for funding that achieve the objectives of this
subsection. A metropolitan planning organization for an area described in subsection
(&(1)XAX) [i.e., an urbanized area of the State with a population of over 200,000]

shall select projects under such process in consultation with the relevant State, (23
U.S.C. 133(h)(4).

State Competitive Process

The State is responsible for selecting projects through a competitive process for all other funds
(23 U.S.C. 133(h)(4)). However, also see Planning Requirements for requirements to coordinate

with regional and metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs).

For funds suballocated to small urban areas (i.e., areas with populations of 5,001 to 200,000),
the State is responsible for selecting projects through a coxnpetitive process (23 U.8.C.
33(h)(4)). The State may make these funds available for projects anywhere within the
metropohtan planning area boundarics of an MPO serving an urbanized area with a
population less than or equal to 200,000, For small urban areas not within MPOs, the State
may make these funds available for projects anywhere within the municipal boundaries of the
applicable small urban area, for example, within a town or township Eligible entities within
any small urban area also may apply to the State for “any area” funds.
For funds suballocated to nonurban areas (i.e., areas with populations below 5,000}, the State
is responsible for selecting projects through a compet1t1ve process (23 U.S.C. 133(h)(4)).
For funds available to any area of the State, the State is responsible for selecting projects
through a competitive process (23 U.S.C. 133(n)(4)). These funds are available for any area

of the State: large urbanized areas, small urban areas, or nonurban areas.
Section 133(d) does not authorize the State to further suballocate the small urban area funds,

nonurban area funds, or any area funds to individual MPOs, counties, cities, or other local
government entities prior to competitive selection. The statute requires the State to be
responsible for the competitive process for these funds (23 U.S.C. 133(d)(2) and 133¢h)(4)).
However, the State’s competitive process may include selection criteria to ensure a
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distribution of projects among small MPOs, other small urban areas, and nonurban areas
across the State. The State may consult with MPOs to ensure that MPO priorities are

i considered.

MPOs Representing Urbanized Areas with Population ¢f Over 200,000

For funds suballocated to urbanized areas with populations of over 200,000, the MPO(s)
representing the urbanized area(s) is/are responsible for selecting projects thouoh a competitive
process, in consultation with the State (23 U.S.C. 133(11)(4))

The MPO may use these funds for projects anywhere within the boundaries of the applicable
MPO area (23 U.8.C. 133(d)(2)). Eligible entities within urbanized areas also may apply to the

State for “any area” funds.

The MPO may use up to 50 percent of its suballocated funds for any project eligible under

STBG, subject to the competitive project selection process. See \
hitto://www. thwa.dot. gov/specialfunding/stn/160307 .cfm.

Section 23 U.S.C. 133(d)(4)(A) requires suballocation of funds to urbanized areas with
populations of over 200,000. In the case of MPOs that represent two or more urbanized areas
with populations over 200,000, or where urbanized areas with populanons over 200,000 are
represented by two or more MPOs:

If applicable, the State(s), MPO(s), and the local government entities representing the
urbanized areas with populations over 200,000 should develop an agreement about how to

suballocate fands among the wbanized areas with populations over 200,000.
A State may obligate the funds based on other factors if the State and MPO(s) jointly apply

to the Secretary for the permission to base the obligation on other factors and the Secretary
grants the request (23 U.S.C. 133(d)(4)(B)).

°

(Other Provisions and Priorities

Recreational Trails Program: For the RTP set-aside, the Governor designates the State agency
or agencies to administer the program. This remains the same agency previously designated by
the Governor (for most States, a State resource agency or grant agency, or may be the State

- DOT), unless the Governor de31gnates a new agency (23 U.S.C. 206(c})). All RTP provisions and
requirements continue under 23 U.S.C. 206. See the Recreational Trails Program section.

' SAFETEA-LU Funds: If States have prior year Transportation Enhancement or SRTS funds
available, those funds may be administered under the same ferms and conditions in effect prior to
the effective date of MAP-21. See Safe Routes to School guidance and Treatment of Carrvover

Funds Under the FAST Act.

Priorities: States and MPOs have discretion about how to establish project priorities, or whether

to fund (or not fund) particular categories. There 13 no requirement to consider all eligible TA
Set-Aside aciivites equally, However, the statute does not authorize a Staie or MO to
suballocate or set-aside funds for small businesses, youth corps, or categories of applicants prior

to project selection. The State or MPO must select projects submitted by eligible entities and
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chosen through a competitive process (23 U.S.C. 133(h)(4)). The competitive process may
include criteria giving priority to projects that meet desired goals. :

Competitive Process Proeedures: The statute did not establish specific standards or procedures
for the required competitive process (23 U.S.C. 133(h)(4)). FHWA’s TAP Guidance webpage
has links to competitive process examples, which discuss illusirative selection criteria such as
connectivity o essential services, safety, equity for disadvantaged populations, and the extent of
community support for the project. FHWA also developed the Transportation Alternatives
Proeram (TAP) Performance Management Guidebook to provide sample performance objectives
and measures that States, MPQs, and project sponsors may consider as they administer,

implement, and evaluate the TA projects and program outcomes,

The FHWA Division office should ensure that the State and MPOs have competitive project
selection processes, but there are no formal criteria, checklists, or certification requirements. The
State and MPOs should ensure adequate public involvement and transparency as they develop
their competitive processes. A competitive process should allow project sponsors to understand

the project selection evaluation criteria.

[Back to Top]
ELIGIBLE ENTITIES (23 U.S.C. 133(h)(4)(B))

Under 23 U.S.C. 133(h)(4)(B), the entities eligible to receive TA Set-Aside funds are:

(1) a local government: Local government entities include any unit of local government below a
State government agency, except for an MPO. Examples include city, town, township,

village, borough, parish, or county agencies.

(2) aregional transportation authority: Regional transportation authorities are considered the
same as the Regional Transportation Planning Organizations defined in the statewide

* planning section (23 U.S.C. 135(m)).

(3) a transit agency: Transit agencies include any agency responsible for public transportation
that is eligible for funds as determined by the Federal Transit Administration.

(4) a natural resource or public land agency: Natural resdurce or public land agencies include
any Federal, Tribal, State, or local agency responsible for natural resources or public land

administration. Examples include:

« State or local park or forest agencies;

State or local fish and game or wildlife agencies;

o Department of the Interior Land Management Agencies; and

o U.S. Forest Service.

(5) a school district, local education agency, or school: School districts, local education agencies,
or schools may include any public or nonprofit private school. Projects should benefit the

general public and not only a private entity.
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(6) a tribal government.

(7) a nonprofit entity responsible for the administration of local transportation safety programs:

Examples include a nonprofit entity responsible for:
a local program implementing construction, planning, and design of infrastructure-related
projects and systems that will provide safe routes for non-drivers, including children,

older adults, and individuals with disabilities to access daily needs; and

¢ asafe routes to school program.

=]

(8) any other local or regional governmental entity with responsibility for, or oversight of,
transportation or recreational trails (other than an MPO or a State agency) that the State

determines to be eligible, consistent with the goals of this subsection.

State DOTs and MPOs are not eligibie entities as defined under 23 U.S.C. 133(h)(4)(B) and
therefore are not eligible project sponsors for TA Set-Aside funds. However, State DOTs and
MPOs may partner with an eligible entity project sponsor to carry out a project.

Nonprofit organizations are not eligible as direct grant subrecipients for TA Set-Aside funds

unless they qualify through one of the eligible entity categories (e.g., where a nonprofit
organization is a designated transit agency, school, or an entity responsible for the administration

of local transportation safety programs). Nonprofit entities are eligible to partner with any
eligible entity on an eligible project, if State or local requirements permit.

The RTP set-aside funds retain the RTP eligible proiect sponsor provisions under 23 U.S.C. 206
(23 U.S.C. 133(h)(5)(C)).

fBack to Top]
ELIGIBLE PROJECTS (23 U.S.C. 133(h)(3))

TA Set-Aside funds may be obligated for projects or activities described in 23 U.S.C. 101(a)}(29)
or 213, as such provisions were in effect on the day before the date of enactment of the FAST
Act. See TAP Elizible Projects Legislation as in effect prior to enactment of the FAST Act.

Former 23 U.S.C. 213(b)(1):

(1) Transportation Alternatives as defined in section 101 [former 23 U.S.C. 101{a)(29):

The term “transportation alternatives” means any of the following activities when carried out
as part of any program or project authorized or funded under this title, or as an independent
program or project related to surface transportation: '

{A)Construction, planning, and design of on-road and off-road trail facilities for
pedestrians, bicyclists, and other nonmotorized forms of transportation, including sidewalks,
bicycle infrastructure, pedestrian and bicycle signals, traffic calming techniques, lighting and
other safety-related infrastracture, and transportation projects to achieve compliance with the

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.).
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(B) Construction, planning, and design of infrastructure-related projects and syétems that
wilt provide safe routes for non-drivers, including children, clder adults, and individuals with

disabilities to access daily needs.
(C) Conversion and use of abandoned railroad corridors for trails for pedestrians,

bicyclists, or other nonmotorized transportation users.
)Constructlon of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas.

(E) Community improvement activities, which include but are not limited to:
(1) inventory, control, or removal of outdoor advertising;
(i) historic preservation and rehabilitation of historic transportation facilities;
(iii)vegetation management practices in transportation rights-of-way to improve

roadway safety, prevent against invasive species, and provide erosion control; and
(iv)archaeological activities relating to impacts from implementation of a-

transportation project eligible under title 23.
(F) Any environmental mitigation activity, including pollution prevention and pollution

abatement activities and mitigation to:
(i} address stormwater management, control, and water pollution prevention or

abaternent related to highway construction or due to highway runoff, including activities
described in sections 23 U.S.C. 133(b)(3) [as amended under the FAST Act], 328(a), and

329 oftitle 23; or
(11) reduce Vemcle caused wildlife mortality or to restore and mam‘fam connectwlty

among terrestrial or aquatic habitats (Former 23 U.S.C. 213(b)(2)-(4)).

(2) The recreational trails program under 23 U.S.C. 206 of title 23. See the Recreational

Trails Program section.

(3) The safe routes to school program eligible projects and activities listed at section 1404(f)

of the SAFETEA-LU:
o Infrastructure-related projects.

¢ Noninfrastructure-related activities.
e SRTS coordinator. SAFETEA-LU section 1404(£)(2)(A) lists “managers of safe routes
to-school programs™ as eligible under the noninfrastructure projects.

(4) Planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-

of-way of former Interstate System routes or other divided highways.
s See Boulevards from Divided Highwavs for examples.

TA Set-Aside projects must benefit the general public (23 CFR 1.23 and 23 CFR 460.2).

Not Eligible: TA Set-Aside funds cannot be used for the following activities because there is no
authorization under the Federal-aid Highway Program:

o State or MPO administrative purposes. Exceptions:
See FHWA’s Memo Allocating Indirect Costs to Projects, dated September 4, 2015.

o RTP administrative costs of the State for RTP set-aside funds.

Promeotional activities, except as permitied under the SRTS (200 CFR 200.421{(e}(3)).
Routine maintenance and operations, except trail maintenance as permitted under the RTP.
General recreation and park facilities, playground equipment, SpOITS fields, campgrounds,

picnic areas and pavilions, etc.

0
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Location: There are no location restrictions for TA Set-Aside infrastructure projects; they are
not required to be located along highways. Activities eligible under the TA Set-Aside also are
eligible for STBG funds (23 U.S.C. 133(b)(15)). Under 23 U.S.C. 153(c)(3), projects eligible
under the TA Set-Aside funded with STBG funds are exempt from the location restriction in 23
U.S.C. 133(c). Some aspects of activities eligible under the TA Set-Aside also may be eligible

under other Federal-aid Highway Programs. See STBG Eligibility.

For SRTS noninfrastructure projects, traffic education and enforcement activities must take place
within approximately two miles of a primary or middle school (Kindergarten through 8™ grade).
Other eligible SRTS noninfrastructure activities do not have a location restriction, SRTS
infrastructure projects do not have location restrictions because SRTS infrastructure projects are

broadly eligible under other TA Set-Aside eligibilities.

[Back to Top]

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

Anmual Report (23 U.S.C. 133(h)(7)): The FAST Act established an annual reporting
requirement for States or MPOs responsible for carrying out TA Set-Aside requirements. FITWA
is developing the annual reporting procedures. The reporting requirements will begin with FY

2016 funds.

Planning Requirements (23 U.S.C. 133(d)(5)): Projects must be identified in the Statewide
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)/Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and be
consistent with the Long-Range Statewide Transportation Plan and the Metropolitar ‘
Transportation Plan(s). When obligating suballocated funding, the State must coordinate with
relevant MPOs or rural planning organizations. Programming and expenditure of funds for

projects shall be consistent with 23 U.S.C. 134 and 135.

Section 135(g)(6)(A) states: _
“In general.—Projects carried out in areas with populations of less than 50,000

individuals shall be selected, from the approved transportation improvement program
(excluding projects carried out on the National Highway System and projects carried
out under the bridge program or the Interstate maintenance program under this fitle
[title 23] or under sections 5310 and 5311 of title 49), by the State in cooperation with
the affected nonmetropolitan local officials with responsibility for transportation or, if
applicable, through regional transportation planning organizations...”.

Projects for eligible planning must be reflected in the statewide planning and research work
program or Metropolitan Unified Planning Work Program, Further, these projects must be in the
STIP/TIP unless the State DOT or MPO agree that they may be excluded (23 CFR 420.119(e)).

Applicability of 23 U.S.C. 217(i) for Bicycle Projects: 23 U.S.C. 217(1) requires that bicycle
facilities “be principally for transportation, rather than recreation, purposes”. However, sections
133(b)(6) and 133(h) list “recreational trails projects” as eligible activities under STBG.
Therefore, the requirement in 23 U.S.C. 217(i) does not apply te recreational trails projects
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{including for bicycle use) using STBG funds. Section 217(1) continues to apply to bicycle
facilities other than trail-related projects, and section 217(i) continues to apply to bicycle

facilities using other Federal-aid Highway Program funds (e.g., National Highway Performance
Program, Highway Safety Improvement Program, Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
Improvement Program). The transportation requirement under section 217(i) is applicable only to
bicycle projects; it does not apply to any other trail use or transportation mode.

[Back to Top]
TREATMENT OF PROJECTS (23 1.S.C. 133()

Projects funded under 23 U.S.C. 133, including projects carried out under the TA Set-Aside
under 23 U.S.C. 133(h), but excluding Recreational Trails Program (RTP) projects carried out
under 23 U.S.C.133(l)(5), shall be treated as projects on a Federal-aid highway (23 U.S.C.
133(1)). This subjects all STBG projects (excluding those funded from the RTP set-aside) to,
among other things, Davis-Bacon Act prevailing wage requirements and other Federal-aid

requirements (e.g., Buv America, planning, environmental review, letting, etc.).

Youth Service and Conservation Corps: Section 1524 of MAP-21 remains in effect. It
provides exceptions to certain requirements regarding pay rates and contracting requirements for
projects using qualified youth service or conservation corps. This provision requires the
DOT/FHWA to “encourage the States and regional transportation planning agencies to enter into
contracts and cooperative agreements with qualified youth service or conservation corps...to
perform appropriate projects eligible under sections 162, 206, [former] 213, and 217 of title 23,
United States Code, and under section 1404 of the SAFETEA-LU.” These projects include
scenic byways, recreational trails, transportation alternatives, bicycle and pedestrian, and safe
routes to school. Section 1524 of MAP-21 applies to any projects eligible under these sections,
including projects funded under other Federal-aid Highway Program funds. See the MAP-21
Section 1524 Questions and Answers and Youth Workforce Development Resources. To the
extent the requirements of 23 U.S.C. 133 relating to Treatment of Projects conflicts with the
express provisions in section 1524, the provisions in section 1524 prevail because they are more

specific than the general provision of 23 U.S.C. 133(1).

Back to Top]
RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM

Section 1109 of the FAST Act amended the RTP to make the funding a set-aside from the TA
Set-Aside. Unless the Governor opts out 30 days in advance of an apportionment for any fiscal
year, an amount equal to the State’s FY 2009 RTP apportionment is set aside from the State’s
TA Set-Aside funds for recreational trails projects. (23 U.S.C. 133(h)(5)). All RTP provisions
and requirements continue under 23 U.S.C, 206. See RTP Guidance and Information.

For the RTP set-aside, the Govemor designates the State agency or agencies to administer the
program. This remains the same agency previously designated by the Governor (for most Siates,
a State resource agency or grant agency, or the State DOT), unless the Governor designates a
new agency (23 U.S.C. 206(c)). If an agency other than the State DOT administers the RTP, then
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the States should have (or should develop) a Stewardship and Oversight Plan to outline the roles
and responsibilities of FHWA and the State agency or agencies that administer the RTP. See an

example on the RTP website: (HT\/EL / PDE).

Under 23 U.S8.C. 133(h)(5), if continuing the RTP:
Each State shall obligate an amount of funds reserved under 23 U.S.C. 133(h) {the TA Set-

Aside) equal to the amount of the funds apportioned to the State for FY 2009 under 23

U.S.C. 104(h)(2), as in effect on the day before enactment of MAP-21, for projects relating to
recreational trails under 23 U.S.C, 206. See FAST Act Funding Tables.

Each State shall return 1 percent of those funds to the Secretary for the administration of

RTP. See FAST Act Funding Tables.
Each State shall comply with the provisions of the administration of the RTP under 23 U.S.C.

206, including the use of apportioned funds. Therefore, all RTP provisions and requirements
remain unchanged, including the requirement for 40 percent diverse usc, 30 percent
motorized use. and 30 percent nonmotorized use (23 U.S.C. 206(d)(3)(A)).

For a State to be eligible to use funds set aside for the RTP, the State must comply with the
requirement that “...the State shall establish a State recreational trail advisory committee that
represents both motorized and nonmotorized recreational trail users, which shall meet not
less often than once per fiscal year.” If a State does not meet this requirement, it is not

eligible to use RTP set-aside funds (23 U.S.C. 206(c)(2)).

L]

If opting out of the RTP:

The Governor of the State must notify the Secretary not later than 30 days prior to
apportionments being made for any fiscal year (23 U.5.C. 133(h)(6)(A)). Any State that
desires 1o opt out of the RTP set-aside shall notify FHWA via email, with a letter signed by
the Governor or the Governor’s designee accompanying the opt-out notification, to the
FHWA Office of Budget’s official mailbox (BudDivi@dot.gov) no later than the September
1st prior to the fiscal year in which the State wishes to opt out. FAST Act Funding Tables.

s The funds remain as TA Set-Aside funds.

The State cannot use a portion of its TA Set-Aside funds it for RTP administrative costs for the
fiscal year in which it opts out, The ability to use RTP funds for State administrative costs is
limited to a percentage “of the apportionment made to the State for the fiscal year” (which
would include the RTP set-aside funds). If there is no apportionment, then there is no
program to administer, and the administrative funds cannot be permitted.

Recreational trail projects that would be eligible under the RTP also are eligible under STBG

under 23 U.S.C. 133(b)(6) and under the TA Set-Aside under 23 U.S.C. 133(h).
STBG provisions and requirements apply to STBG funds used for recreational trail proj ects

TA Set-Aside provisions and requirements apply to TA Set-Aside funds used for recreational
rail projects (excluding the RTP set-aside funds). :

L]

RTP Administrative Funds are limited to “costs to the State incurred in administering the
program, but in ah amount not to exceed 7 percent of the apportionment made to the State for the
fiscal year” (emphasis added). The limitation is subject to the amount necessary within a fiscal
year, and does not cairy over. A Siate cannot carry over administrative funds from Year 1
because that would increase the administrative finds available in Year 2. RTP: funds obligated
for administrative costs but not expended within a fiscal year must be deobligated and used for
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other eligible trail projects. The restriction applies to all RTP funds, including funds apportioned
prior to the enactment of MAP-21 or the FAST Act (23 U.5.C. 206()(2X(H)).

To cover adminisirative costs at the beginning of a fiscal year, States may request authorization
to obligate administrative costs as an Advance Construction project, which is allowable under 23

U.S.C. 115 and 23 CFR 630 Subpart G.

For eligible administrative costs, see RTP Trail Assessments. Education and Training. and State

Administrative Costs.

RTP Educational Funds are limited to the “development and dissemination of publications and
operation of educational programs to promote safety and envizonmental protection, (as those
objectives relate to one or more of the use of recreational trails, supporting non-law enforcement
trail safety and trail use monitoring patrol programs, and providing irail-related training), but in
an amount not to exceed 5 percent of the apportionment made to the State for the fiscal year” (23
U.S.C. 206(d)(2)(G)). The limitation is subject to the amount necessary within a fiscal year, and
does not carry over. RTP funds obligated for educational costs but not expended within a fiscal
year must be deobligated and used for on-the-ground trail projects. This restriction applies to all
RTP funds, including funds apportioned prior to the enactment of MAP-21 or the FAST Act.

- States may use STBG funds under 23 U.8.C. 133(b)(6) or TA Set-Aside funds under 23 U.S.C.
133(h) for recreational trail educational programs. The educational activities eligible under the
RTP do not depend on the existence of a program. Therefore, even if a State opts out of the RTP,
it may fund recreational trail educational programs under STBG. Because there is no specific
apportionment for a State that opts out of the RTP, there is no Jimitation on the funds available
for recreational trail educational programs using STBG funds under 133(b)(6) or 133(h).

For eligible educational costs, see RTP Trail Assessments. Education and Training. and State

Administrative Costs.

RTP Suballocation Requirement: MAP-21 created (and the FAST Act continued) a potential
conflict for the requirements for 40 percent diverse use, 30 percent motorized use, and 30 percent
nonmotorized use, because the 40-30-30 percentage requirements apply to the full apportionment
before the return of 1 percent to the U.S. DOT for administrative purposes. The RTP guidance
for State Suballocations explains how States can meet the 40-30-30 requirements by selecting
projects that qualify simultaneously under the motorized and diverse categories or the

nonmotorized and diverse categories.

[Back tc; Top]
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TA SET-ASIDE PROJECT ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONS AND AMNSWERS

The following questions and answers relating to project eligibility come from previous MAP-21
guidance and questions and answers, updated to be consistent under the FAST Act. See TAP
Eligible Proiects Legislation as in effect prior to the enactment of the FAST Act for the text from
the former 23 U.S.C. 213(b) and 101(a)(29). Eligible TA Set-Aside projects must be sponsored
by an eligible entitv and selected through the competitive selection process.

Archaeological Activities: What archaeslogical activities are eligible?
Archaeological activities must relate to impacts from implementation of a transportation project

eligible under title 23 (Former 23 U.S.C. 101(2)(29)(E)(iv)).

Bike Sharing: Are bike sharing systems eligible?

Yes. Bike sharing systemas are eligible for Federal-aid Highway Program funds, under several
Federal-aid programs, including the STBG and TA Set-Aside. In addition to bike sharing docks,
equipment, and other capital costs, FHWA funds may be used to purchase bicycles that are
integral to a bike sharing system. Federal-aid Highway Program funds cannot be used for

1 b=
operational costs (Former 23 U.S.C. 101(a)(29)(A) and (B)).

istoric Preservation: What historic preservation projects are eligible?
Historic preservation activities are limited to historic preservation and rehabilitation activities
relating to historic transportation facilities. Operation of historic transportation facilities is not

eligible (Former 23 U.S.C. 101 (2)(29)E)(i).

Land Acqulsmoﬂ Is land acquisition eligible?
Land acquisition is allowed for eligible TA projects, such as right-of-way or : easements for

pedestrian and bicycle projects; turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas; historic transportation
facilities; or environmental mitigation. FHWA’s Real Estate Guidance for Enhancement Pr ojects
remains a useful resource to address real estate and property management issues. However,
MAP-21 eliminated eligibility for acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites
(including historic battlefields), scenic or historic highway plocframs (including tourist and

welcome center facilities), or museums.

Landscaping: Is landscaping ard scenic enhancement eligible as an independent project?

Under the “community improvement activities” category, projects such as streetscaping and
corridor landscaping may be eligible under the TA Set-Aside if sponsored by an eligible entity
and selected through the required competitive process. Landscaping and scenic enhancement
features, including junkyard screening and removal under 23 U.S.C. 136, may be eligible as part
of the construction of any Federal-aid highway project, including eligible TA-funded projects

. (23 U.S.C.319).

Lighting: Is lighting eligible?
Yes. Lighting is eligible for bicycle and pedestrian facilities and may be appropriate as part of
other eligible categories. Project sponsors should consider energy-efficient methods and options

that reduce light pollution (Former 23 U.S.C. 101(a)}(29)(A)).
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Pilanning: Is planning eligible as an independent TA Set-Aside project?

Yes. Plamning for pedestrian and bicycle activities is eligible as an independent project. Former
23 U.S.C. 101(2)(29) did not speciiy if “construction, planning, and design” limits planning to a
component of a project, or whether planning may be an independent project related to eligible
projects. Title 23 has sections that use “and” to describe both related and unrelated types of
activities, therefore FHHWA. believes that section 101(a)(29) supported both planning componem‘a

and independent planning projects.

Resilience: Are resilience improvements eligible?
Making transportatlon systems more resilient to changing environmental conditions is an

important aspect of maintaining a state of good repair. Federal-aid highway planning and
projects, including activities funded via the TA Set-Aside, may include climate and extreme
weather resiliency elements to make transportation systems more reliable. For further
information, please see FHWA guidance Eligibility of Activities to Adapt to Climate Change.

Road Diets: Are road diets eligible?
Road Diets are among FITWA s Proven Safety Countermeasures. If work to benefit activities

eligible under the TA Set-Aside that are associated with a road diet (such as widening sidewalks
or installing separated bike lanes) would require incidental highway reconstruction, then TA Set-
Aside funds may cover those costs (Former 23 U.S5.C. 101(a)(29)(A) and B)).

Safety Education Activities: Are safety education activities eligible?
Safety education activities are eligible for TA Set-Aside funds if they are eligible as SRTS

projects, targeting children in Kindergarten through 8™ grade (Former 23 U.S.C. 213(B)(3)).
STBG funds may be used for carrying out nonconstruction projects related to safe bicycle use

under 23 U.S.C. 133(b)(6) and 217(a).

Turnouts: What is eligible under “construction of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas”?
The activity “construction of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas” may use the criteria for
“scenic overleoks™ described in 23 CFR 752.6: “Scenic overlooks may provide facilities
equivalent to those provided in safety rest areafs]” described in 23 CFR 752.5 (Former 23 U.S.C.

101(2)(29)D)).

Utilities: Is utility reloecation eligible?
Utility relocation that is necessary to accommodate an ellcrlble project may be eligible for

Federal reimbursement only if permitted under State law or policy. Federal law and regulation
(23 U.S.C. 123, Relocation of utility facilities, and 23 CFR 645, Utilities) recognize that some
States, by State law or policy, prohibit using public funds to relocate utilities; in these States, it is
illegal to use funds to relocate utilities. (23 U.S.C. 123, Relocation of utility facilities, and 23

CFR 645. Utilities)

Back to Top}
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TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM: ELIGIBLE PROJECTS
LEGISLATION AS IN EFFECT PRIOR TO ENACTMENT OF THE FAST ACT

23 U.8.C. 213(b) :
(b) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—A State may obligate the funds reserved under this section for any of
the following projects or activities:

(1) Transportation alternatives, as defined in section 101.

(2) The recreational trails program under section 206,

(3) The safe routes'to school prdgram under section 1404 of the SAFETEA-LU (23 U.S.C.

402 note; Public Law 109-59).
(4) Planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-

way of former Interstate System routes or other divided highways,

23US.C 101329

(29) TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES.—The term “transportation alternatives” means any of
the following activities when carried out as part of any program or project authorized or funded
under this title, or as an independent program or project related to surface transportation:

(A) Construction, planning, and design of on-road and off- road trail facilities for pedestrians,
bicyclists, and other nonmotorized forms of transportation, including sidewalks, bicycle
infrastructure, pedestrian and bicycle signals, traffic calming techniques, lighting and other
safety-related infrastructure, and transportation projects to achieve compliance with the

. Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.).
(B) Construction, planning, and design of infrastructure-related projects and systems that

will provide safe routes for non-drivers, including children, older adults, and individuals with

disabilities to access daily needs. .
(C) Conversion and use of abandoned railroad corridors for trails for pedestrians,

bicyclists, or other nonmotorized transportation users.
(D} Construction of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas.
(E) Community improvement activities, inclading—
(i) inventory, control, or removal of outdoor advertising;
(i1) historic preservation and rehabilitation of historic transportation facilities;

(iii) vegetation management practices in transportation rights-of-way to improve
roadway safety, prevent against invasive species, and provide erosion control; and
(iv) archaeological activities relating to impacts from implementation of a transportation
project eligible under this title. '

(F) Any environmental mitigation activity, includin

abatement activities and mitigation to—
(1) address stormwater management, control, and water pollution prevention or

abatement related to highway construction or due to highway runoff, including activities

described in sections 133(b)(11), 328(a), and 329; or
(ii) reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality or to restore and maintain connectivity

among terrestrial or aquatic habitats,

g pollution prevention and pollution

Note: For 23

U.s.C. 101(a)(29)(E), FHWA. defines “including” as “which include, but not
limited t0”. : ‘ _
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