
MINUTES
Council of Governments of the Central Naugatuck Valley

Juniper’s Restaurant
1383 Whittemore Road
Middlebury, CT 06762

12:00 Noon, Friday, November 9, 2012

COGCNV Members: Jerry Smith, First Selectman, Beacon Falls; Jeff Hamel, First Selectman, Bethlehem; Ed St. John, First

Selectman, Joseph Salvini, Alternate, Middlebury; Bob Mezzo, Mayor, Naugatuck; George Temple, First Selectman,

Oxford; Tom Galvin, Alternate, Prospect; Ed Edelson, First Selectman, Southbury; Ron Pugliese, Alternate, Waterbury;

Roy Cavanaugh, Alternate, Watertown; Tom Dunn, Mayor, Wolcott.

Speakers and Guests: Shelby Mertes, Chief Policy Analyst, Partnership for Strong Communities; Kinson Perry, External

and Legislative Affairs, AT&T; Rich Minnick, RPC Chairman; John DiCarlo, Public Policy & Economic Development

Director; Waterbury Regional Chamber; John Brantley, CT-Rides.

Staff: Peter Dorpalen, Executive Director; Samuel Gold, Senior Planner, Joe Perrelli, Senior Planner; Pat Gallagher,

Regional Planner; Glenda Prentiss, GIS Coordinator, Lauren Rizzo, Administrative Assistant.

1. Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call, Public Comment
Chairman Bob Mezzo called the meeting to order at 12:09 p.m.  Those in attendance recited
the Pledge of Allegiance and the roll was called.  There was no public comment.

2. Administrative Items
a. Minutes of the October 12, 2012 Meeting — On a motion by Ed Edelson, seconded by Tom

Dunn, it was unanimously

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the October 12, 2012 meeting.

b. Financial Report — Peter Dorpalen reported that as of October 31, 2012, COGCNV was 34%
through the fiscal year and had expended 28% of its operating budget.  Including pass-
through funds, 28% of the total budget has been expended.  On a motion by Ed St. John,
seconded by Tom Galvin, it was unanimously

VOTED: To approve the financial report.

c. New Office Space Lease Status — Peter Dorpalen said the lease was reviewed by COGCNV’s
attorney and the landlord agreed to his suggested changes.  The list of materials and cost
of the build-out were received, with the build-out costing more than anticipated.  Extra
monies would come from the contingency fund.  

On a motion by Ed Edelson, seconded by Jerry Smith, it was unanimously:

VOTED: To approve the additional expenses for the new office space, with the caveat
that rebate programs be pursued through CL&P. 



d. Correspondence — Peter Dorpalen summarized recent correspondence

October 26, 2012 Email from CT-Rides requesting that COGCNV become a CT-Rides

Community Partner

November 6, 2012 Email from State Traffic Records Coordinator asking for support for

electronic reporting and submittal of police accident reports by

January 2015

e. Office Closing - Monday, December 24 — Peter Dorpalen requested authorization to close the
office for this day.  The office would reopen on December 26.  The members felt that the
decision should be the executive director’s.

3. OPM Regional Performance Incentive Program
a. RPIP Applications – GIS Mapping Upgrade, Economic Strategic Plan — Peter Dorpalen said

he and GIS Coordinator Glenda Prentiss have been working on two regional performance
incentive grant applications.  Glenda Prentiss described the details of the COGCNV Regional
GIS Data Development and Web GIS Enhancements proposal application and Peter
Dorpalen described the Regional Economic Strategic Plan proposal application.  For both
applications, resolutions of endorsement must be passed by the legislative body of each
municipality.  Applications are due to the state in December.  

4. HOMEConnecticut – New Available Funding
Shelby Mertes, Chief Policy Analyst for the Partnership for Strong Communities, spoke about
its  policy and public awareness activities concrning housing issues in municipalities.  The
Partnership is seeing a softening of housing prices in some parts of the market, although
overall the cost of housing in the state remains high, despite the recession.  Connecticut has
the 6  highest rents in the nation and the 8  highest home ownership costs, largely a matterth th

of under-supply.  The demand for housing in Connecticut is not being met, which is
detrimental to the economy and families.  Homes for sale are remaining on the market longer,
while the demand for rental units is increasing.  People who have lost their homes to
foreclosure and those who would be purchasing a home, but are unable to due to the
recession, are renting.  Municipalities may want to consider land use policies and zoning to
help shape development to allow more rental housing.  He also discussed affordable and
mixed income housing trends.  He mentioned that OPM is offering a new round of applications
for the HomeCT program, with a January 31, 2013 application deadline.  A question and
answer period followed.

Vice Chairman Jeff Hamel took over the chairing of the meeting at this point, as Chairman
Mezzo had to leave.

5. Transportation Planning
a. Closing Out ARRA Projects — Joe Perrelli said CTDOT had sent an email about stimulus

projects for which final invoices had not yet been submitted.  There are no invoicing issues
concerning CNVR municipalities.
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Mr. Perrelli said that CTDOT is also working on a Master Municipal Agreement (MMA) that
will help expedite project funding in the future.  

b. COGCNV as CT-Rides Community Partner — Peter Dorpalen said CT-Rides had requested
COGCNV become a community partner.  COGCNV members had no objections to this.

6. AT&T Future Plans and Emergency Preparations
Kinson Perry, Area Manager, External & Legislative Affairs at AT&T, spoke about efforts to
increase communication with municipalities, especially for serious matters such as downed
trees or utility poles, and storm-related incidents.  For emergency response, any time the
governor declares a state of emergency, AT&T has a position at the emergency operations
center in the state armory.  There is also a local network coordination center in Meriden, and
area managers may also be contacted directly by a municipality.  He discussed quick connect
generators and  AT&T’s future with connected devices and entertainment services.  He also
said more cell towers are needed.  A question and answer period followed.  

7. Regional Business
As Ed Edelson needed to leave, in his absence, Peter Dorpalen spoke about a documentary
made about Southbury residents who prevented a pro-Nazi training camp from being built in
their town.  Ron Pugliese said the event occurred in the late 1930s, and he believed the
documentary is being shown the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  There is a trailer for the
documentary available on YouTube.

8. Other Business
a. Emergency Planning — Joe Perrelli said a public works working group meeting is scheduled

for the end of the month, in which storm response will be discussed.  MOAs are being
collected by Region 5 Coordinator Tom Vannini, as required under DEMHS grants, and he
has also been sending emails to municipal officials concerning disaster relief assistance
from the state and federal government.

b. Profile of the CNVR — Pat Gallagher said the annual profile of the CNVR has been updated. 
It includes population, housing, and labor force data obtained from the Census Bureau,
Department of Labor, and the Department of Economic and Community Development. 
Peter Dorpalen added that the look of the Profile has been changed to include more
graphics.

c. Other Items — Jerry Smith thanked COGCNV staff for assistance to Beacon Falls concerning
the state’s  closure of an access road to the Naugatuck State Forest. 

George Temple and Jeff Hamel spoke about the importance of putting safety measures in
place, including video surveillance and regular reporting, to protect municipalities and
municipal employees, particularly in financial areas. 

Jeff Hamel and Ed St. John praised AT&T for its response to Hurricane Sandy.  
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9. Adjournment
At 1:32 p.m., on a motion by Jerry Smith, seconded by Tom Galvin, it was unanimously

VOTED: To adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted by

Lauren Rizzo
Administrative Assistant

for

Ed Mone
Secretary

T:\General\M eetings\FY 2013\COG 2012-11.M inutes.wpd

 

   

4


